
“USS Valley Forge (CV-45) with Air Group 11 (CVAG-11) embarked, flying the flag of 
Rear Admiral Harold L. Martin, Commander of Task Force 38 departed San Diego, 
California 8 October 1947, on her first “Westpac” deployment, her first South China 
Sea and first Coral Sea and Tasman Sea voyage operating with the 7th Fleet and what 
would turn out to be her first World Cruise, on her first Indian Ocean and Persian Gulf 
voyage via the navy’s first Red Sea, Gulf of Aden voyage and first Suez Canal transit, 
her first Mediterranean Sea voyage operating with the 6th Fleet and North Atlantic 
voyage, traveling South through the Atlantic to the Caribbean Sea on her third 
reported voyage, her first as a deployment and second Panama Canal transit operating 
with the United States Atlantic Command (Atlantic Fleet) under the direction of the 8th 
Fleet.”  (Ref. 1-Valley Forge & 72).  

“Records indicate USS Tarawa (CV-40) made the second Indian Ocean and Persian 
Gulf voyage via the navy’s second Red Sea, Gulf of Aden voyage and second Suez 
Canal transit made by a carrier, following operations in South China Sea via straits of 
Malacca, upon completion of operations in the Yellow Sea operating with the Pacific 
Fleet and 7 th Fleet, on her World Cruise and transfer to Norfolk, Va. from San Diego, 
Ca., on her first Mediterranean Sea voyage operating with the 6 th Fleet, traveling 
through the North Atlantic, reuniting with her former home port, and operating with the 
U.S. Atlantic Command (Atlantic Fleet) under the direction of the 8th Fleet, her third 
deployment since her commission 8 December 1946” (Ref. 1-Tarawa and 72). 
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 USS Valley 
Forge (CV-45)  

1st 
Westpac 
World 
Cruise        
Suez 
Canal 
Med           
SoLant    
Carib  
Panama 
Canal 

CVAG-11 
(V) 

V 9 Oct 
1947 

11 Jun 
1948 

22 

USS Tarawa 
(CV-40)          
(1st IO, and 
Persian Gulf 
voyage via 
straits of 
Malacca) 
(Home port 
transfer to the 
East Coast) 

World 
Cruise        
1st Yellow 
Sea  
1st SCC   
1st Suez 
Canal       
1st Med  

CVG-1 T 1 Oct 
1948 

21 Feb 
1949 

30 or 31 

USS Lake 
Champlain 
(CVA-39)     

1st 
NorLant  
1st Med 
1st I/O          
1st 
Westpac 
Suez 
Canal x2 
1st Korea 
Combat 

CVG-4 F 26 Apr 
1953 

4 Dec 
1953 

95 or 96 

USS Tarawa 
(CVA-40)       
(1st Peace 
Patrol)  

2nd World 
Cruise  
2nd Suez 
Canal & 
2nd 
Panama 
Canal         

CVG-3 K 12 Nov 
1953 

19 Aug 
1954 

108 

USS 
Independence  
(CVA-62)      

Westpac      
1st SCS        
Suez 
Canal x2     
1st 
Vietnam 
Combat 

CVW-7 AG 10 May 
1965  

13 Dec 
1965 

336 

 USS Intrepid 
(CVS-11)         

7th Med       
Suez 
Canal       
x 2               
2nd SCS       
2ndVietna
m 
Combat     

CVW-10  11 May 
1967 

30 Dec 
1967 

376 

USS Forrestal 
(CVA-59)          

1st SCS      
Suez 
Canal x2     
1st 
Vietnam 
Combat      

CVW-17 AA 6 Jun 
1967 

15 Sep 
1967 

377 

USS Saratoga 
(CVA-60)       
(1st SCS)          
1st Vietnam 
Combat 

I/O and        
1st Suez 
Canal x 2 
transit and 
Red Sea, 
Gulf of 
Aden and 
Arabian 
Sea 

CVW-3 AC 11 Apr 
1972 

13 Feb 
1973 

460 or 461 

USS 
Constellation 
(CV-64)             
(1st IO & Gulf 
of Aden via the 
Arabian Sea) 

11th 
Westpac      
9th SCS       
1st voyage 
Arabian 
Sea 

CVW-9 NK 26 Sep 
1978  

17 May 
1979 

529 

USS Kitty Hawk 
(CV-63)            
(1st Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

12th 
Westpac  
11th SCS     
1st IO 

CVW-11 NH 30 May 
1979  

25 Feb 
1980 

537 

 USS 
Independence 
(CV-62)              
(1st IO and 
Arabian Sea 
and Persian 
Gulf) 

14th Med  
Suez 
Canal x2 

CVW-6 AE 28 Jun 
1979 

14 Dec 
1979 

538 

USS Nimitz 
(CVN-68)         
(1st IO and 
Arabian Sea 
and Persian 
Gulf) 

SoLant        
Cape of 
Good 
Hope x 2 

CVW-8 AJ 10 Sep 
1979  

26 May 
1980 

540 

Operation Eagle Claw 
USS Midway 
(CVA-41)       
(4th IO and 
Arabian Sea) 

 CVW-5 NF 30 Sep 
1979  

20 Feb 
1980 

541 

USS Coral Sea 
(CV-43)          
(1st IO & and 
North Arabian 
Sea) 

13th 
Westpac  

CVW-14 NK 13 Nov 
1979  

11 Jun 
1980 

542 

Operation Eagle Claw 
 USS 
Constellation 
(CV-64)             
(2nd IO &            
(1st Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

12th 
Westpac      
2nd voyage 
Arabian 
Sea 

CVW-9 NK 26 Feb 
1980 

15 Oct 
1980 

544 

 

 

USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower 
(CVN-69)       
(1st IO Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

1st IO         
Cape of 
Good 
Hope x 2 

CVW-7 AG 15 Apr 
1980 

22 Dec 
1980 

546 

 

USS 
Independence 
(CV-62)          
(2nd IO and 
Arabian Sea 
and Persian 
Gulf) 

15th Med  
Suez 
Canal x2 

CVW-6 AE 19 Nov 
1980  

10 Jun 
1981 

551 

USS America 
(CV-66)               
(1st & 2nd Red 
Sea, Gulf of 
Aden & 
Arabian Sea 
voyage) 

8th Med       
Suez 
Canal x2     
1st IO 
Northern 
Arabian 
Sea 

CVW-6 NH 14 Apr 
1981  

12 Nov 
1981 

555 

USS John F. 
Kennedy     
(CV-67)          
(1st Indian 
Ocean and 
North Arabian 
Sea) 

9th Med  
Suez 
Canal x2     
1st & 2nd 
Red Sea, 
Gulf of 
Aden 
voyage 

CVW-3 AC 4 Jan 1982 14 Jul 
1982 

562 

USS Forrestal 
(CV-59) 

17th Med     
1st IO           
Suez 
Canal x2 

CVW-17 AA 7 Jun 
1982 

16 Nov 
1982 

566 to 568 

 USS America 
(CV-66)               
(3rd & 4th Red 
Sea, Gulf of 
Aden & 
Arabian Sea 
voyage) 

10th Med     
Suez 
Canal x2     
2nd IO          
1st 
Arabian 
Sea 
&Persian 
Gulf 

CVW-1 AB 8 Dec 
1982  

2 Jun 
1983 

573 

USS Coral Sea 
(CV-43)             
(2nd North 
Arabian Sea) 
(Home Port 
transfer to the 
East Coast) 1st 
Gulf of Aden, 
Red Sea 

15th 
Westpac 
12th SCS 
3rd IO 
1st Suez  
Canal  
3rd Carib 

CVW-14 NK 21 Mar 
1983 

12 Sep 
1983 

575 

USS Ranger 
(CV-61)          
(1st North 
Arabian Sea 
and Arabian 
Sea/Gulf 
(Persian Gulf)    

17Th 
Westpac 
4th IO 

CVW-2 NE 15 Jul 
1983  

29 Feb 
1984 

579 

USS America 
(CV-66)               
(5th & 6th Red 
Sea, Gulf of 
Aden & 
Arabian Sea 
voyage) 

4th Carib    
11th Med     
Suez 
Canal x2     
3rd IO 

CVW-1 AB 24 Apr 
1984 

14 Nov 
1984 

586 

 USS 
Independence 
(CV-62)        
(3rd IO and 
Arabian Sea 
and Persian 
Gulf) 

18th Med     
Suez 
Canal x2 

CVW-6 AE 18 Oct 
1984  

19 Feb 
1985 

592 

USS Enterprise 
(CVN-65)          
(1st Gulf of 
Aden & Red 
Sea voyage) 

2nd World 
Cruise         
Suez 
Canal  9th 
IO               
4th Med 
SoLant        
Cape 
Horn 
SoPac 

CVW-1 NH 11 Jan 
1986 

13 Aug 
1986 

604 

USS 
Constellation 
(CV-64)            
(3rd IO &            
(2ndArabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

15th 
Westpac   
5th IO 

CVW-14 NK 11 Apr 
1987 

13 Oct 
1987 

619 

 USS Enterprise 
(CVN-65)     
(1st Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

12th 

Westpac 
10th IO 

CVW-11 NH 5 Jan 1988 3 Jul 1988 626 

USS Forrestal 
(CV-59)        
(1st Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

2nd IO          
Suez 
Canal x2 

CVW-6 AE 25 Apr 
1988 

7 Oct 
1988 

628 

USS Nimitz 
(CVN-68)      
(2nd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

1st 
Westpac 
2nd IO 

CVW-9 
NG 2 Sep 

1988  
4 Mar 
1989 

633 

 

USS America 
(CV-66)               
(2nd Arabian 
Sea &Persian 
Gulf) 

13th Med  
Suez 
Canal        
x 2   
4th IO          
7th & 8th 
Red Sea, 
Gulf of 
Aden & 
Arabian 
Sea 
voyage 

CVW-1 AB 11 May 
1989 

10 Nov 
1989 

641 

USS Enterprise 
(CVN-65)        
(Home port 
transfer to the 
East Coast) 

3rd World 
Cruise       
11th IO        
Suez 
Canal          
2nd Gulf of 
Aden & 
Red Sea 
voyage 

CVW-11 NH 17 Sep 
1989  

16 Mar 
1990 

648 

 

USS America 
(CV-66)              
(3rd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

14th Med 
1st  Red Sea 
Suez Canal 
x 2              
9th & 10th 
Red Sea, 
Gulf of 
Aden & 
Arabian 
Sea voyage 

CVW-1 AB 28 Dec 
1990  

6 Jun 
1992 

661 or 662 

1st Operation Desert Shield and 1st Operation Desert Storm 
USS Theodore 
Roosevelt 
(CVN-71) 

2 Med 
1st  Red Sea 
Suez Canal 
x 2 

CVW-8 AJ 28 Dec 
1990  

28 Jun 
1991 

661 or 662 

1st Operation Desert Shield Operation Provide Comfort and 1st Operation Desert Storm  
USS Nimitz 
(CVN-68)       
(3rd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

3rd 
Westpac 
3rd IO 

CVW-9 NG 25 Feb 
1991 

24 Aug 
1991 

663 

 1st Operation Desert Storm 
USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63) 
(2nd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 
(Home port 
transfer to the 
West Coast) 

SoLant  
17th 
Westpac 
Cape Horn   
5th IO 

CVW-15 NL 1 Apr 
1991 

11 Dec 
1991 

664 

1st Operation Desert Storm 
USS Abraham 
Lincoln       
(CVN-72)        
(1st Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

1st Westpac 
1st IO 

CVW-8 AJ 18 May 
1991 

25 Nov 
1991 

665 

1st Operation Desert Storm 
 Dwight D. 
Eisenhower 
(CVN-69)         
(2nd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

8th Med  
Voyage       
Suez Canal   
x 2 
 

CVW-7 AG 26 Sep 
1991  

2 Apr 
1992 

670 

1st Operation Desert Storm 
 

USS America 
(CV-66)              
(4th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

15th Med 
Suez Canal 
x 2            
11th & 12th 
Red Sea, 
Gulf of 
Aden & 
Arabian 
Sea voyage 

CVW-1 AB 2 Dec 
1991  

6 Jun 
1992 

671 

2nd Operation Desert Storm 
USS 
Independence 
(CV-62)        
(4th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

2nd 
Westpac 
5th Indian 
Ocean 

CVW-5 NF 15 Apr 
1992 

13 Oct 
1992 

672 

1st Operation Southern Watch   
USS Saratoga 
(CV-60) 

19th Med CVW-17 AA 6 May 
1992 

6 Nov 
1992 

673 

1st Operation Southern Watch   
USS Ranger 
(CV-61)             
(3rd North 
Arabian Sea 
and Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

23rd 
Westpac   
9th IO 

CVW-2 NE 1 Aug 
1992 

31 Jan 
1993 

674 

1st Operation Southern Watch    
USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63) 
(3rd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

18th 
Westpac 
6th I/O 

CVW-15 
NL 3 Nov 

1992  
3 May 
1993 

675 

1st Operation Southern Watch  and Operation Restore Hope 
 

USS Carl 
Vinson       
(CVN-70)       
(1st Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

5th 
Westpac 
5th IO 

CVW-14 NK 18 Feb 
1994 

15 Aug 
1994 

687 

1st Operation Southern Watch 
USS George 
Washington 
(CVN 73)       
(1st Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

1st Med        
Suez Canal 
x4 
Adriatic 
Sea  1st, 
2nd, 3rd & 
4th Red Sea 
& Gulf of 
Aden  

CVW-7 AG 20 May 
1994 

17 Nov 
1994 

689 

Operation Deny Flight, Operation Sharp Guard and 1st Operation Southern Watch 
USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63)  
(4th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

19th 
Westpac 
7th I/O 

CVW-15 
NL 24 Jun 

1994 
 22 Dec 
1994 

690 

2nd Operation Southern Watch 
USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower 
(CVN-69) 
(With U.S. 
10th Mountain 
Division 
embarked) 

2nd Carib CVW-3 AC Sep 1994  693 

Operation Uphold Democracy 
 

USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower 
(CVN-69) 
(With 
COMCRUDES
GRU Eight 
Team and 
more than 400 
women 
embarked)  

7th Med  
Suez Canal   
x 2 
3rd 
Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian 
Gulf) 
Adriatic 
Sea 

CVW-3 AC 20 Oct 
1994  

14 Apr 
1995 

694 

Operation Provide Promise and Operation Sharp Guard, Operation Deny Flight, 1st 
Operation Southern Watch and Operation Vigilant Warrior 

USS 
Constellation 
(CV-64)             
(4th IO & (3rd   
Arabian Sea  
& Persian 
Gulf) 

17th 
Westpac   
7th IO        
4th Arabian 
Sea voyage 

CVW-2 NE 10 Nov 
1994  

10 May 
1995 

695 

1st Operation Southern Watch  
USS Theodore 
Roosevelt 
(CVN-71) 

4th Med 
3rd Red Sea  
Suez Canal 
x2                 
3rd Gulf of 
Aden & 
Red Sea 
voyage 

CVW-8 AJ 22 Mar 
1995 

22 Sep 
1995 

696 

2nd Operation Southern Watch  
USS Abraham 
Lincoln       
(CVN-72)       
(3rd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

3rd 
Westpac 
3rd IO 

CVW-11 NH 10 Apr 
1995 

9 Oct 
1995 

697 

2nd Operation Southern Watch and Operation Vigilant Sentinel 
 USS 
Independence 
(CV-62)       
(6th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

7th Indian 
Ocean 

CVW-2  NE 19 Aug 
1995 

18 Nov 
1995 

698 

3rd Operation Southern Watch  
USS America 
(CV-66)              
(5th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

17th Med 
Suez Canal 
x 2              
15th & 16th 
Red Sea, 
Gulf of 
Aden & 
Arabian 
Sea voyage 

CVW-1 AB 28 Aug 
1995  

24 Feb 
1996 

699 

Operation Deliberate Force, Operation Deny Flight, Operation Decisive Endeavor 
Operation Decisive Edge 2nd Operation Southern Watch  

 

USS Theodore 
Roosevelt 
(CVN-71)        
(1st Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

5th Med  
Suez Canal 
x2              
4th & 5th 
Gulf of 
Aden & 
Red Sea 
voyage 

CVW-3 AC 25 Nov 
1996  

22 May 
1997 

708 

Operation Deliberate Force and 3rd Operation Southern Watch  
USS 
Constellation 
(CV-64)             
(5th IO & (4th   
Arabian Sea  
& Persian 
Gulf) 

18th 
Westpac       
8th IO        
5th voyage 
in the 
Arabian 
Sea 

CVW-2 NE 1 Apr 
1997 

1 Oct 
1997 

710 

2nd Operation Southern Watch  
 

USS John F. 
Kennedy         
(CV-67)              
(1st Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

15th Med  
Suez Canal 
x2             
5th & 6th 
Red Sea & 
3rd & 4th 
Gulf of 
Aden 
voyage 

CVW-8 AJ 29 Apr 
1997  

28 Oct 
1997  

711 

Iles D’Or 97, Operation Deliberate Guard and Dynamic Mix 1st Operation Southern 
Watch and Exercise Beacon Flash  

USS Nimitz 
(CVN-68)       
(6th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 
(Home port 
transfer to the 
East Coast) 

6th  
Westpac 
6th IO 
World 
Cruise 
Cape of 
Good Hope 

CVW-9 
NG 1 Sep 

1997  
1 Mar 
1998 

712 

3rd  Operation Southern Watch  
USS George 
Washington 
(CVN 73)        
(3rd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

3rd Med        
Suez Canal 
x2             
7th & 8th 
Red Sea & 
Gulf of 
Aden 

CVW-1 
AB 3 Oct 

1997  
3 Apr 
1998 

713 

Exercise Bright Star '97, Operation DESERT THUNDER & 3rd Operation Southern 
Watch  

USS 
Independence 
(CV-62)       
(7th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf)  

9th Indian 
Ocean 

CVW-2  NE 23 Jan 
1998 

5 Jun 
1998 

714 

4th Operation Southern Watch  
 USS John C. 
Stennis         
(CVN-74)       
(1st Arabian 
Sea/Gulf 
(Persian Gulf) 
(Home port 
transfer to the 
West Coast) 

1st  Med   
Suez Canal   
1st IO            
1st & 2nd 
Red Sea & 
Gulf of 
Aden 

CVW-8 AJ 26 Feb 
1998 

26 Aug 
1998 

715 

1st Operation Southern Watch   
USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower 
(CVN-69)     
(4th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

8th Med 
Adriatic 
Sea         
Suez Canal   
x 2 

CVW-17 AA 10 Jun 
1998 

10 Dec 
1998 

716 to 718 

Operation Joint Forge, Operation Deliberate and 2nd Operation Southern Watch 
USS Abraham 
Lincoln         
(CVN-72)        
(4th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

4th 
Westpac 
4th IO 

CVW-14 NK 11 Jun 
1998 

11 Dec 
1998 

716 to 718 

3rd Operation Southern Watch  
 

USS John F. 
Kennedy       
(CV-67)         
(2nd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

16th Med  
Suez Canal 
x2 
7th & 8th 
Red Sea & 
5th & 6th 
Gulf of 
Aden 
voyage 

CVW-1 AB 17 Sep 
1999  

19 Mar 
2000 

728 

Exercises Frisian Flag ’99, Bright Star 1999 and 2nd Operation Southern Watch  
 

USS John C. 
Stennis             
(CVN-74)        
(2nd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

1st Westpac 
1st IO        
2nd IO 
voyage 

CVW-9 NG 7 Jan 2000 3 Jul 2000 730 

2nd Operation Southern Watch  
USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower 
(CVN-69) 
(“Millennium 
Cruise” and 
5th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

9th Med        
Suez Canal   
x 2 
 

CVW-7 AG 18 Feb 
2000 

18 Aug 
2000 

731 

3rd Operation Southern Watch  
USS George 
Washington 
(CVN 73)       
(4th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

4th Med        
Suez Canal 
x2 
Aaegean 
Sea    9th & 
10th Red 
Sea & Gulf 
of Aden 

AA 
AB 21 Jun 

2000 
19 Dec 
2000 

734 

Exercise Destined Glory (DG 00), Slunj 2000 (a bilateral exercise Croatia) and PHIBLEX 
00 and 4th Operation Southern Watch 

USS Abraham 
Lincoln          
(CVN-72)           
(5th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

5th 
Westpac 
5th IO 

CVW-14 NK 17 Aug 
2000  

12 Feb 
2001 

735 

4th Operation Southern Watch  
 

USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63)  
(7th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

10th IO CVW-5 NF 1 Oct 
2001 

23 Dec 
2001 

744 

1st Operation Enduring Freedom 
USS John C. 
Stennis       
(CVN-74)        
(3rd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf)  

2nd 
Westpac 
2nd  IO       
3rd IO 
voyage 

CVW-9 NG 12 Nov 
2001  

28 May 
2002 

745 

3rd Operation Southern Watch  and 1st Operation Enduring Freedom 
USS John F. 
Kennedy        
(CV-67)            
(3rd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

Med 
voyage 
Suez Canal 
x2 
9th & 10th  
Red Sea & 
7th & 8th  
Gulf of 
Aden 
voyage 

CVW-7 AG 7 Feb 
2002 

17 Aug 
2002 

746 

Operation Anaconda and 1st Operation Enduring Freedom 
USS George 
Washington 
(CVN 73)       
(5th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

5th Med       
Suez Canal 
x2 Adriatic 
Sea            
11th & 12th 
Red Sea & 
Gulf of 
Aden 

CVW-17 
AA 20 Jun 

2002 
20 Dec 
2002 

748 

1st Operation Enduring Freedom, 5th Operation Southern Watch, Mediterranean Shark, 
Operation Decisive Edge and Exercise Destined Glory 2002 
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Dwight D. 
Eisenhower 
(CVN-69) 

6th Med 
Red Sea 
Suez 
Canal  x 2 

CVW-7 AG 8 Mar 
1990 

12 Sep 
1990 

654 

1st Operation Desert Shield 
USS 
Independence 
(CV-62)       
(3rd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

1st Westpac 
4th IO 
 

CVW-10 NK 23 Jun 
1990 

20 Dec 
1990 

655 

1st Operation Desert Shield 
USS Saratoga 
(CV-60)               
(1st Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

3rd & 4th 
Red Sea, 
Gulf of 
Aden and 
Suez Canal 
x2 

CVW-17 AA 7 Aug 
1990  

27 Mar 
1991 

656 

1st Operation Desert Shield and 1st Operation Desert Storm 
USS John F. 
Kennedy       
(CV-67)          

13th Med      
1st Red Sea 
Suez Canal 
x4               
1st, 2nd, 3rd 
& 4th Red 
Sea voyage 
 

CVW-3  AC 15 Aug 
1990  

28 Mar 
1991 

657 

National Week ’90 Exercises, 1st Operation Desert Shield and 1st Operation Desert Storm 
USS Midway 
(CV-41) 
(North 
Arabian Sea 
(Persian Gulf) 

11th IO CVW-5 NF 2 Oct 
1990  

17 Apr 
1991 

659 

Operation Desert Shield, Operation Imminent Thunder and Operation Desert Storm 
USS Ranger 
(CV-61)             
(2nd North 
Arabian Sea 
and Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

22nd 
Westpac 
8th IO 

CVW-2 NE 8 Dec 
1990  

8 Jun 
1991 

660 

1st Operation Desert Shield and 1st Operation Desert Storm 
 

USS Nimitz 
(CVN-68)       
(5th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

5th  
Westpac 
5th IO 
1st East 
China Sea 

CVW-9 
NG 27 Nov 

1995  
20 May 
1996 

700 

2nd Operation Southern Watch  
USS George 
Washington 
(CVN 73)        
(2nd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

2nd Med        
Suez Canal 
x2           
5th & 6th 
Red Sea & 
Gulf of 
Aden 

CVW-7 AG 26 Jan 
1996 

23 Jul 
1996 

701 

Operation Sharp Guard, Operation Joint Endeavor and 2nd Operation Southern Watch  
USS Carl 
Vinson        
(CVN-70)           
(2nd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

6th 
Westpac 
6th I/O 

CVW-14 NK 14 May 
1996 

14 Nov 
1996 

704 

2nd Operation Southern Watch , Operation Desert Strike and Exercise Rugged Nautalis 
USS Enterprise 
(CVN-65)        
(2ndArabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

5h Med 
Suez Canal 
x2                 
3th & 4th 
Gulf of 
Aden & 
Red Sea 
voyage 

CVW-17 NH 28 Jun 
1996 

20 Dec 
1996 

706 

Operation Joint Endeavor 
USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63)    
(8th IO and 5th 
Arabian Sea 
and Persian 
Gulf) 

20th 
Westpac 

CVW-11 NH 11 Oct 
1996  

11 Apr 
1997 

707 

3rd Operation Southern Watch  
 

USS Harry S. 
Truman  
(CVN-75)       
(1st Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

1st Med       
Suez Canal 
x2                 
1st & 2nd 
Red Sea & 
Gulf of 
Aden 

CVW-3 AC 28 Nov 
2000  

23 May 
2001 

737 

1st Operation Southern Watch and Exercise Arabian Gauntlet 
USS 
Constellation 
(CV-64)             
(7th IO & (6th   
Arabian Sea  
& Persian 
Gulf) 

20th 
Westpac 
10th IO       
7th voyage 
Arabian 
Sea 

CVW-2 NE 16 Mar 
2001 

14 Sep 
2001 

739 

4th Operation Southern Watch 
USS Enterprise 
(CVN-65)        
(4thArabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

7th Med 
Ionian Sea 
Suez Canal 
x2                 
9th & 10th 
Gulf of 
Aden & 
Red Sea 
voyage 

CVW-8 AJ 25 Apr 
2001 

10 Nov 
2001 

740 

2nd Operation Southern Watch and 1st Operation Enduring Freedom 
USS Carl 
Vinson        
(CVN-70)       
(4th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

8th 
Westpac 
8th I/O 

CVW-11 NH 23 Jul 
2001  

23 Jan 
2002 

741 

4th Operation Southern Watch  and 1st Operation Enduring Freedom 
USS Theodore 
Roosevelt 
(CVN-71)       
(3rd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

7th Med 
Suez Canal 
x2            
8th & 9th 
Gulf of 
Aden & 
Red Sea 
voyage 

CVW-8 AJ 19 Sep 
2001  

22 Mar 
2002 

742 

4th Operation Southern Watch  and 1st Operation Enduring Freedom 
 

USS Nimitz 
(CVN-68)       
(4th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

4th  
Westpac 
4th IO 

CVW-9 
NG 2 Feb 

1993 
29 Jul 
1993 

678 

1st Operation Southern Watch  
USS 
Independence 
(CV-62)  

off the 
Coast Of 
Korea 

CVW-5 NF 15 Feb 
1993 

25 Mar 
1993 

679 

USS Theodore 
Roosevelt 
(CVN-71) 

3rd Med 
2nd Red 
Sea Suez 
Canal x2 
2nd Gulf of 
Aden & 
Red Sea 
voyage 

CVW-8 AJ 11 Mar 
1993 

8 Sep 
1993 

680 

Operation Deny Flight and 1st Operation Southern Watch   
USS Abraham 
Lincoln        
(CVN-72)    
(2nd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

2nd 
Westpac 
2nd IO 

CVW-11 NH 15 Jun 
1993 

15 Dec 
1993 

683 

1st Operation Southern Watch  and Operation Continue Hope 
USS America 
(CV-66)              
(13th & 14th 
Red Sea, Gulf 
of Aden & 
Arabian Sea) 
voyage 

16th Med 
Adriatic 
Sea 
2nd Red Sea 
Suez Canal 
x 2              
5th IO 

CVW-1 AB 11 Aug 
1993  

5 Feb 
1994 

684 

Operation Deny Flight, Operation Provide Promise, Operation Sharp Guard, Operation 
Continue Hope and 1st Operation Southern Watch   

USS 
Independence 
(CV-62)       
(5th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

6th Indian 
Ocean 

CVW-2  NE 17 Nov 
1993  

17 Mar 
1994 

685 

2nd Operation Southern Watch and Somalia 
 

USS Enterprise 
(CVN-65)        
3rd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

6th Med 
Suez Canal 
x4                 
Adriatic 
Sea  
5th, 6th, 7th 
& 8th  Gulf 
of Aden & 
Red Sea 
voyage 

CVW-3 AC 6 Nov 
1998  

6 May 
1999 

723 or 724 

1st Operation Southern Watch and Operation Desert Fox 
USS Carl 
Vinson         
(CVN-70)        
(3rd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

7th 
Westpac 
7th I/O 

CVW-14 NK 6 Nov 
1998  

6 May 
1999 

723 or 724 

Operation Desert Fox and 3rd Operation Southern Watch   
USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63)  
(6th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

9th IO CVW-5 NF 2 Mar 
1999 

25 Aug 
1999 

725 

4th Operation Southern Watch and Exercise Tandem Thrust 
USS Theodore 
Roosevelt 
(CVN-71) 
(2ndArabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

6th Med 
Suez Canal 
x2           
6th & 7th 
Gulf of 
Aden & 
Red Sea 
voyage 

CVW-8 AJ 26 Mar 
1999 

22 Sep 
1999 

726 

Operation Allied Force, Operation Noble Anvil and Operation Shining Hope 
USS 
Constellation 
(CV-64)             
(6th IO & (5th   
Arabian Sea  
& Persian 
Gulf) 

19th 
Westpac     
9th IO            
6th voyage 
Arabian 
Sea 

CVW-2 NE 18 Jun 
1999 

17 Dec 
1999 

727 

3rd Operation Southern Watch  
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Red Sea, Gulf of Aden voyages, Suez Canal transits, North Arabian Sea, Arabian Sea and Persian Gulf deployments from to 2008

USS Abraham 
Lincoln        
(CVN-72)            
(6th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

6th 
Westpac 
6th IO 

CVW-14 NK 20 Jul 
2002  

6 May 
2003 

749 

5th Operation Southern Watch, 1st Operation Enduring Freedom and 1st Operation Iraqi 
Freedom 

USS 
Constellation 
(CV-64)             
(8th IO &        
(7th Arabian 
Sea  & Persian 
Gulf) 

21st 
Westpac 
11th IO          
8th voyage 
in the 
Arabian 
Sea 

CVW-2 NE 2 Nov 
2002  

2 Jun 
2003 

751 

 1st Operation Enduring Freedom and 1st Operation Iraqi Freedom 
USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63)  
(8th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

11th IO CVW-5 NF 23 Jan 
2003 

6 May 
2003 

755 

5th Operation Southern Watch and 1st Operation Iraqi Freedom 
USS Nimitz 
(CVN-68)       
(7th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

7th  
Westpac 
7th IO 
Andaman 
Sea 

CVW-11 NH 3 Mar 
2003 

5 Nov 
2003 

756 

1st Operation Iraqi Freedom 
USS Enterprise 
(CVN-65)        
(5th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

8th Med 
Suez Canal 
x2 
11th & 12th 
Gulf of 
Aden & 
Red Sea 
voyage 

CVW-1 AB 28 Aug 
2003  

29 Feb 
2004 

757 

Operation Iron Hammer (Iraq 2003), 1st Operation Iraqi Freedom and Exercise Sea 
Saber 

 USS George 
Washington 
(CVN 73)        
(6th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

6th Med      
Suez Canal 
x2         
13th & 14th 
Red Sea & 
Gulf of 
Aden 

CVW-17 
AA 20 Jan 

2004 
26 Jul 
2004 

759 

1st Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation Vigilant Resolve and Summer Pulse 04 
USS John F. 
Kennedy        
(CV-67)       
(4th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

Med 
voyage  
Suez Canal 
x2           
11th & 12th 
Red Sea & 
9th & 10th 
Gulf of 
Aden 
voyage 

CVW-17 AA 7 Jun 
2004 

13 Dec 
2004 

765 

Summer Pulse ’04, Operation Phantom Fury (al Fajr, Arabic for “dawn) and 1st 
Operation Iraqi Freedom 

USS Harry S. 
Truman       
(CVN-75)     
(2nd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

4th Med         
Suez Canal 
x2            
3rd & 4th 
Red Sea & 
Gulf of 
Aden 

CVW-3 AC 13 Oct 
2004  

18 Apr 
2005 

767 

1st Operation Iraqi Freedom and Exercise Arabian Gauntlet 
USS Carl 
Vinson         
(CVN-70)            
(5th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 
(Home port 
transfer to the 
East Coast) 

2nd World 
Cruise          
2nd Med 
voyage  
Suez Canal 
10th 
Westpac 
10th IO 
North 
Arabian 
Sea 

CVW-9 NG 13 Jan 
2005 

31 Jul 
2005 

769 

2nd Operation Iraqi Freedom 
 
USS Nimitz 
(CVN-68)       
(8th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

8th  
Westpac 
8th IO Sea 
of Japan   
SCS 
Philippine 
Sea 

CVW-11 NH 7 May 
2005 

8 Nov 
2005 

771 

Maritime Security Operations (MSO) 
USS Theodore 
Roosevelt 
(CVN-71)        
(4th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

9th Med 
Suez Canal 
x2                 
10th & 11th 
Gulf of 
Aden & 
Red Sea 
voyage 

CVW-8 AJ 11 Sep 
2005 

11 Mar 
2006 

773 

1st Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation Steel Curtain (OSC) and 1st Maritime Security 
Operations (MSO) 

USS Ronald 
Regan (CVN-
76)                       
(1st Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

1st Westpac 
CVW-14 

NK 5 Jan 2006  775 

1st Operation Iraqi Freedom, 1st Operation Enduring Freedom, 1st Maritime Security 
Operations (MSO), Passing Exercise (PASSEX) and Exercise "Valiant Shield 2006" 

USS 
Enterprise 
(CVN-65)        
(6th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

9th Med         
Suez Canal 
x2  
13th & 14th 
Gulf of 
Aden & 
Red Sea 
voyage 

CVW-1 
AB 2 May 

2006 
 778 

2nd Operation Iraqi Freedom and 2nd Operation Enduring Freedom 
 

USS Dwight 
D. Eisenhower 
(CVN-69) 
(10th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf 
& 1st North 
Arabian Sea 
& 8 SCS) 

10th Med       
Suez Canal 
x2            
13th & 14th 
Gulf of 
Aden & 
Red Sea 
voyage 

CVW-7 
AG 3 Oct 

2006 
31 Aug 
2007 

780 

Maritime Security Operations (MSO), 1st Operation Enduring Freedom and 1st 
Operation Iraq Freedom 

USS John C. 
Stennis         
(CVN-74)     
(4th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

4th  
Westpac 
4th IO        
5th IO 
voyage 

CVW-9 NG 16 Jan 
2007 

31 Aug 
2007 

782 

2nd Operation Enduring Freedom her 1st Operation Iraqi Freedom (17th USN OIF), 
Joint Task Force Horn of Africa, 1st Maritime Security Operations (MSO) 

USS Nimitz 
(CVN-68)       
(9th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

9th  
Westpac 
 

CVW-11 NH 2 Apr 
2007 

30 Sep 
2007 

784 

2nd Operation Enduring Freedom her 1st Operation Iraqi Freedom 2nd Maritime 
Security Operations (MSO) 

USS 
Enterprise 
(CVN-65)    
(7th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

10th Med       
Suez Canal 
x2  
15th & 16th 
Gulf of 
Aden  
& Red Sea 
voyage  
 

CVW-1 AB 7 May 
2007 

19 Dec 
2007 

786 

Maritime Security Operations and 3rd Operation Iraqi Freedom and 2nd Operation 
Enduring Freedom 

USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN-
72) (Arabian 
Sea/Gulf 
(Persian 
Gulf)) 

9th 
Westpac  CVW-2 

NE 13 Mar 
2008 

 789 

1st Maritime Security Operations (MSO) and most likely her 2nd Operation Enduring 
Freedom and or 2nd Operation Iraqi Freedom 

USS Ronald 
Regan (CVN-
76) 2nd 
Arabian 
Sea/Gulf 
(Persian Gulf)  

3rd 
Westpac       CVW-14 

NK 19 May 
2008 

 792 

2nd Operation Iraqi Freedom, 2nd Operation Enduring Freedom,  
2nd Maritime Security Operations (MSO) – Most likely 

 
Carriers that deployed during Operation Southern Watch, Operation Enduring Freedom, 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, Reception Staging Onward Movement and Maritime Security 
Operations (MSO) that did not operate in the aforementioned oceans, Seas or make Suez 
Canal transits: 
 
USS Harry S. 
Truman  
(CVN-75)  

2nd Med 
Adriatic 
Sea 

CVW-3 AC 5 Dec 
2002  

23 May 
2003 

752 

2nd Operation Southern Watch, 1st Operation Enduring Freedom and 1st Operation Iraqi 
Freedom 

USS Carl 
Vinson          
(CVN-70)  

9th 
Westpac 
9th I/O 

CVW-9 NG 13 Jan 
2003 

19 Sep 
2003 

754 

1st Operation Iraqi Freedom 
USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63)  
(East & South 
China Sea and 
Philippine Sea) 

Western 
Pacific    
13th Indian 
Ocean 
voyage 

CVW-5 NF 18 Feb 
2004 

24 May 
2004 

760 

2nd Operation Iraqi Freedom 
USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN-
72) (Guam 
operating 
area)                  

8th 
Westpac 
8th IO           
Sea of 
Japan 

CVW-2 
NE 27 Feb 

2006 
8 Aug 
2006 

776 

Reception Staging Onward Movement and Integration and Foal Eagle 2006 
(RSOI/FE 06); Passing Exercise (PASSEX) with the Royal Thai Navy; RIMPAC 

2006 and Exercise "Valiant Shield 2006" 
 
USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63) 
(Sea of Japan, 
South/East 
China Sea and 
Indian Ocean)  

Summer 
Cruise 
Western 
Pacific 
(Guam 
operating 
area)   

CVW-5 NF 8 June 
2006 

15 Sep 
2006 

779 

Maritime Security Operations (MSO) and Exercise "Valiant Shield 2006" 
USS Ronald 
Regan (CVN-
76)                     

2nd 
Westpac       CVW-14 

NK Jan 27 
2007 

20 Apr 
2007 

783 

Navy's Fleet Response Plan (FRP), Exercise Reception, Staging, Onward Movement and 
Integration/Foal Eagle (RSOI/FE) 

 


