
Following her shakedown cruise USS Essex (CV-9) sailed to the Pacific in May 1943 to 
begin a succession of victories which would bring her to Tokyo Bay. Her transit from the 
east coast not reported; 
 
USS Princeton (LPH-5), former CVS-37, CVA-37, and CV-37 &Valley Forge June 
1946 South Atlantic, Caribbean Sea, Panama Canal and Western Pacific and or Cape 
Horn and South Pacific and Western Pacific Voyage on her Home Port transfer to the 
West Coast; 
 
USS Philippine Sea (CV-47) first reported Panama Canal transit, for her new new 
homeport of San Diego, California and transfer to the Pacific Fleet, steaming south 
through the Atlantic to the Caribbean Sea; operating with the United States Atlantic 
Command (Atlantic Fleet) under the direction of the 2nd Fleet, departing Norfolk, 
Virginia 24 May 1950, arriving in June was counted as a voyage; 
 
USS Leyte (CVA-32), former CV-32 & Crown Point former Crown Point with (CVG-
3) (6 Sep 1950 to 3 Feb 1951) transit from the East Coast to and from Norfolk, Virginia 
is not reported on her first “Westpac” deployment; on her first Korea Combat cruise, 
transiting the Panama Canal via the Caribbean Sea into the Pacific Ocean, Suez Canal 
transit or steaming around Cape of Good Hope; operating with the United States Atlantic 
Command (Atlantic Fleet) under the direction of the 2nd Fleet, into the Indian Ocean to 
the Sea of Japan or Yellow Sea. Returning home either through the Suez Canal or 
through the Indian Ocean around Cape of Good Hope; her first tour of duty with TF 77 in 
the Far East to support United Nations Forces in Korea, operating under the direction of 
the 7th Fleet in the Pacific in the Sea of Japan or Yellow Sea; 
 
USS Shangri-la (CVS-38), former CVA-38 & CV-38 October 1952 South Atlantic, 
Caribbean Sea, Panama Canal and Western Pacific Cruise and Home Port transfer to the 
West Coast; 
 
USS Valley Forge (LPH-8), former CVS-45, CVA-45 & CV-45 late 1953 Western 
Pacific, Panama Canal, Caribbean Sea, South Atlantic Voyage and Home Port transfer to 
the East Coast; 
 
USS Forrestal (AVT-59), former CV-59 & CVA-59 with CVG-1 embarked second 
deployment, operating with the U.S. Atlantic Command (Atlantic Fleet) under the 
direction of the 2nd Fleet, conducting operations in the Azores and in the eastern 
Atlantic, ready to enter the Mediterranean Sea during the Suez Crisis. While not called 
upon, her second deployment (7 November 1956 to 12 December 1956), was the only 
reported Carrier deployment to the Azores and islands that are the autonomous region of 
Portugal and is counted as an Eastern Atlantic deployment. Forrestal represented more 
than one step in the evolutionary chain of modern carrier aviation. Besides her sheer size 
and weight, she was the first built with an angled flight deck, which allows simultaneous 
takeoffs and landings. She also featured four catapults and four deck edge elevators to 
move aircraft from the hangar bay to the flight deck; keel was laid down at Newport 
News Shipbuilding and Dry-dock Co., Newport News, Virginia 14 July 1952; 

USS Boxer (LPH-4), former CVS-21, CVA-21 & CV-21 1959 to 1960 Western 
Pacific, Panama Canal, Caribbean Sea, South Atlantic Cruise and Home Port transfer to 
the East Coast; and 
 
USS Valley Forge (LPH-8), former CVS-45, CVA-45 & CV-45 6 January 1962 
seventh reported voyage in the Caribbean Sea and fourth Panama Canal transit bound 
for San Diego, California and duty with the Pacific Fleet Home Port transfer to the West 
Coast 
 
Carriers that visited Common Wealth States, i.e. American Samoa AS; Guam; Guam; 
Northern Marianas MP; Federated States of Micronesia FM; Puerto Rico PR and US 
Virgin Islands VI in the Caribbean Sea and Canada were not counted as Foreign Water 
Fleet Deployments, with the exception of visits to Canada while on a deployment lasting 
a month or longer: 
 
USS Coral Sea (CV-43), former CVA-43, CVB-43 & CV-42 visited Vancouver, B.C. 
18 to 22 March 1960, on her cruise enroute to her new home port, arriving Alameda, Ca. 
1 April 1960 for her new assignment undergoing western Pacific and Far East 
deployments. Departed Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, Bremerton, Washington 11 March 
1960, with Captain James S. Gray Jr., a former XO of the ship, in command (arriving 25 
January 1960), upon completion of sea trials and a post-overhaul inspection and survey 
evaluation. Commencing once recommissioned at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, upon 
completion of her 1st SCB 110A conversion (11 March 1960 to 1 April 1960), 
decommissioned 24 April 1957;  

On 1 July 2000, USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN-72) arrived Everett, Washington, 
disembarking CVW-14 operating out of her home port at Naval Air Station Lemoore at 
San Diego, Calif., ending her Eastern Pacific deployment conducting underway 
training, Carrier Qualifications (CQ), multinational exercise RIMPAC 2000 and 
JTFEX (Joint Task Force Exercise) near the Hawaii Is. Underway in the Eastern 
Pacific conducting CQ for FA-18E/F of VFA-122 from 3 to 6 April 2000, making a port 
call at San Diego, CA. on 10 April 2000 and called at Victoria, British Columbia, Canada 
from 13 to 17 April 2000. Underway in the Eastern Pacific, transiting to a multinational 
exercise RIMPAC 2000 near Hawaii from 15 to 23 May 2000, Abraham Lincoln made 
a port call at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii on 30 May 2000. Underway for a multinational 
exercise RIMPAC 2000 from 5 to 15 June 2000, conducting JTFEX (Joint Task Force 
Exercise) near the Hawaii Is. from 19 to 26 June 2000; her seventh deployment since 
her commission; 
 
USS Nimitz (CVN-68), former (CVA(N)-68) conducted sea trials and Carrier Air Wing 
ELEVEN carrier qualifications off the coast of San Diego, Calif. from 7 to 17 August 
2002 and Tailored Ship's Training Availability Two and Three, off the coast of California 
from 3 to 16 September 2002. Arriving in Esquimalt, Victoria, B.C., Canada from 19 to 
16 September 2002, followed by further Tailored Ship's Training Availability Two and 
Three, off the coast of California from 22 to 26 September 2002, completing TSTA II/III 
and FEP (Final Exercise Period) 26 September 2002; 
 
USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN-72) underway in the Eastern Pacific from 13 to 14 July 
2004; making a port call at Victoria, B.C., Canada from 15 to 16 July 2004; and 
 
On 1 November 2004, USS John C. Stennis (CVN-74) with CVW-14 embarked 
arrived San Diego, California, Calif., disembarking CVW-14 operating out of her home 
port at Naval Air Station Lemoore, ending her third “Westpac” deployment operating 
with the Pacific Fleet and 7th Fleet in the Western Pacific participating in RIMPAC '04, 
on her third Indian Ocean deployment (4th voyage), her fourth Arabian Sea/Gulf 
(Persian Gulf) deployment in support of Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation 
Southern Watch , operating under operational control of the US Naval Forces Central 
Command and 5th Fleet., enforcing the no-fly zone south of the 32nd parallel in Iraq, 
while U.S. Naval Forces Central Command operational control extends to the Indian 
Ocean following the war with Iraq (Operation Desert Storm), with the Commander, 7th 
Fleet, serving as naval component commander for Central Command. Underway in the 
Eastern Pacific from 24 May to 6 June 2004 and the Gulf of Alaska, John C. Stennis 
participated in Northern Edge '04 from 7 to 16 June 2004, making a port call at Victoria, 
B.C., Canada from 18 to 21 June 2004. Underway in the Pacific from 22 to 26 June 2004, 
John C. Stennis headed for Hawaii waters to take part in the RIMPAC '04 on 27 June 
2004, underway in the Pacific from 27 to 28 June 2004, making a port call at Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii from 29 June to July 2004. Underway in the Pacific from 6 to 21 July 
2004, John C. Stennis made a port call at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii from 22 to 25 July 2004. 
Underway in the Western Pacific from 28 July to 19 August 2004 and the East China 
Sea on 20 August 2004, John C. Stennis made a port call at Sasebo, Japan from 21 to 24 
August 2004.  

Departing Sasebo on 25 August 2004, John C. Stennis operated in the Western Pacific 
from 25 to 27 August 2004 and then headed for the East China Sea on 30 August 2004, 
returning to the Western Pacific on 31 August 2004, making a port call at Port Kelang, 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia from 1 to 5 September 2004. Underway in the South China 
Sea from 8 to 21 September 2004, John C. Stennis headed for the Indian Ocean, 
operating there from 22 to 27 September 2004, making a port call at Fremantle, Australia 
from 28 September to 1 October 2004, prior to returning to the Indian Ocean, operating 
there from 2 to 12 October 2004, returning to the Pacific via the South China Sea, 
operating in the Pacific from 13 to 31 October 2004; her fifth deployment since her 
commission 
 
Carriers that made foreign port calls on their deployment that were less then one month: 
 
On 5 November 1964, USS Independence (CVA-62) with CVW-7 embarked arrived 
Norfolk, Virginia, ending her fifth Mediterranean Sea deployment operating with the 
Sixth Fleet, having operated in the Northern Atlantic, crossing the Artic Circle 22 
September 1964 (Royal Order of the Bluenose). Independence conducted NATO 
Teamwork exercises in the Norwegian Sea and off the coast of France, thence to 
Gibraltar; on her fourth deployment; her seventh deployment (8 September 1964 to 5 
November 1964), since her commission as a Forrestal Class Attack Aircraft Carrier at the 
Brooklyn Naval Shipyard; and 
 
The second Wright (CC-2), former AVT-7 & CVL-49, arrived Norfolk, Va. 21 
December 1963, ending her home port transfer from San Diego, California via the 
Panama Canal. Her first deployment since her recommission at Puget Sound Naval 
Shipyard, Bremerton, Washington on 11 May 1963, with Capt. John L. Arrington, II, in 
command. Reclassified an auxiliary aircraft transport, redesignating AVT-7 on 15 May 
1959 while assigned to the Bremerton group of the Pacific Reserve Fleet. Remained 
inactive until 15 March 1962, when she was taken to the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, 
Bremerton, Washington for conversion to a command ship and reclassified as CC-2. 
Recommissioned at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, Bremerton, Washington on 11 May 
1963, with Capt. John L. Arrington, II, in command. 
 
On 3 March 1971, USS Wasp (CVS-18) with Commander, ASWGRU 2, CVSG-54 
and Detachment 18 from Fleet Training Group, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, embarked 
arrived Quonset Point, R.I., ending her eighth Northern Atlantic deployment and her 
ninth voyage in the North Atlantic operating with the United States Atlantic Command 
(Atlantic Fleet) under the direction of the 2nd Fleet, her sixth Mediterranean Sea 
deployment operating with the 6th Fleet and 13th deployment as an ASW Aircraft 
Carrier since her reclassification to an antisubmarine warfare aircraft carrier CVS-18, 
effective on 1 November 1956. Commencing refresher training at Bermuda, Wasp 
stopped briefly at Rota, Spain upon conclusion, then proceeded to the Mediterranean Sea 
for participation in the "National Week VIII" exercises with several destroyers for the 
investigation of known Soviet submarine operating areas.  

USS Randolph (CVS-15) December 1963 deployment with CVSG-58 embarked 
operating in the Atlantic made the U. S. Navy’s 308th Foreign Water Fleet Deployment. 

U. S. Aircraft Carriers operated in the aforementioned oceans and seas while on 
deployment ranging from a month or longer and in a few cases less then a month while 
operating in various oceans and seas while on a 6-month or longer deployment. Oceans 
and Seas with an asterisk represent the total deployments made by U. S. Aircraft Carriers, 
while the most significant oceans and seas carriers operated in while on deployment are 
listed above.  Total Battle Stars include 12 aircraft carriers that operated during World 
War II that made Foreign Water Fleet Deployments from 1945 forward and 34 Aircraft 
Carriers commissioned in from 1945 to 12 July 2003.  

Korea Combat and Peace Patrol Cruises are reflected as Sea of Japan Deployments, while 
some carriers during the conflict/war deployed to the Yellow Sea. Carriers that had no 
involvement in the Korea war that deployed to the Sea of Japan while on Westpac are 
listed. Carriers that deployed to the Yellow Sea and Sea of Japan during Korea Theater of 
Operations can be determined upon review of battle operations available on the internet 
illustrated within U. S. Carrier Deployment History Books available at 
uscarrierhistory.com 

Voyages and cruises of carriers are not depicted in the above chart with the exception of 
carriers making transits through the Panama Canal and Cape Horn. Carriers that made 
Cape of Horn transits traveled through the Southern Pacific and Southern Atlantic and 
actual deployment to the Southern Atlantic or Southern Pacific can be determined by 
subtracting a carriers Cape of Horn transits. 

Grouping of Oceans and Seas were determined by the most common areas carriers 
operated while on deployment. Westpac's and Mediterranean Sea deployments reflect the 
total number, while the chart groupings of oceans and seas illustrate a carriers presence in 
any particular area operating for the most part a month or longer, with the exception of 
carriers on a World Cruise traveling through the Indian Ocean around Cape of Good 
Hope from the east coast or west coast carriers transiting the Suez Canal from the 
Arabian Sea and Indian Ocean. 

Total areas Carriers operated throughout oceans and seas do not reflect total Foreign 
Water Fleet Deployments, as carriers deployed to several areas while on deployment, and 
while every attempt was made to group together the most common areas a carrier 
operated, often a particular ocean or sea not grouped together is listed separately. 

Carriers that made Indian Ocean deployments often deployed to other oceans and seas 
while on a major over seas deployment and are listed separately, while at the end of the 
chart Indian Ocean deployments are combined as well as North Arabian Sea or Arabian 
Sea/Gulf, (Persian Gulf).   

*Made two deployments to referenced ocean or sea while on a major deployment. 

#Carriers made one Operation Desert Shield and Operation Desert Storm Missions on the 
same deployment. 

##Carriers made one Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom Combat 
Missions on the same deployment. 

Several Carriers made Operation Southern Watch deployments while conducting 
Operation Enduring Freedom and or Operation Iraqi Freedom Combat Missions, while 
Operation Southern Watch deployments reflect total missions. 

Foreign Water Fleet Deployments began in earnest in 1946, with USS Midway (CVB-1) 
and USS Boxer (CV-21) the only two carriers deployed in 1945 under the U. S. Navy’s 
east coast and west coast separation of responsibility between the Atlantic Fleet (6th 
Fleet) and Pacific Fleet (7th Fleet) in 1945. 
 
USS Hancock (CV-19) made three "Magic Carpet" deployments in the Pacific 
Ocean, and while counted as deployments for the carrier, are not counted as Foreign 
Water Fleet Deployments. 
 
Carriers were evaluated individually, and deployments include Panama Canal, Suez 
Canal, Cape Horn and Cape of Good Hope transits that exceeded a month, conducting 
training exercises and visiting countries, enroute for the most part to a new homeport on 
an inter fleet transfer. In many cases carriers underwent overhaul in east coast shipyards, 
and upon conclusion of overhaul often returned to the west coast. 
 
Foreign Water Fleet Deployments are based on carrier deployments extending a month or 
longer in foreign waters and or shorter if a carrier visited a foreign country or in a 
particular region for a significant event or humanitarian relief.  

 
Carriers made deployments extending a month or longer to other Oceans and Seas while 
on Westpac and Carriers on Mediterranean Sea deployments often transited the Suez 
Canal or Cape of Good Hope to other Oceans and Seas thereby making deployments 
extending a month or longer. 
 
Carriers operating in Seas and Oceans requiring Suez Canal transits which only travel 
through the Med, operating in the Med less then a month are considered Med voyages, 
rather then deployments to the Med, as the carrier merely traveled through the Med on 
home port transits to and from the east or west coast or to the Red Sea, North Arabian 
Sea, Arabian Sea and Persian Gulf and or Indian Ocean, returning home through the Suez 
Canal. 
 
Carriers operating in the Mediterranean Sea without entering the Adriatic Sea, Ionian 
Sea, Ligurian Sea, Tyrrhenian Sea, Aegean Sea, Gulf of Sidra - Surt (Sirte) and Sea of 
Crete are counted as Mediterranean deployments. 
 
Several Carriers made Panama Canal transits that were considered cruises and or voyages 
rather then deployments since the length of time deployed was less then a month, and 
foreign port of call if any, was not reported, while several Carriers made transits that 
were not reported enroute to the east or west coast: 

USS George Washington (CVN-73) conducted flight deck certifications off the coast of 
Virginia on 27 March 1999; underway in the Western Atlantic on 17 May 1999 and the 
Western Atlantic from 19 July to 16 August 1999; making a port call at Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, Canada from 16 to 18 August 1999; 

USS John C. Stennis (CVN-74) was underway in the Eastern Pacific on 12 July 1999 
and the Eastern Pacific on 26 July 1999; making a port call at Esquimalt, B.C., Canada 
from 28 July to 2 August 1999; 

USS Harry S. Truman (CVN-75) departed from Norfolk, Va. on 22 September 1999; 
conducting Carrier Qualifications from 22 September to 29 September 1999; making a 
port call at Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada on 30 September 1999; returning to Norfolk, 
Va. on 7 October 1999; 

USS Valley Forge (LPH-8), former CVS-45, CVA-45 & CV made the U. S. Navy’s 309 
to 313th Foreign Water Fleet Deployment and the first deployment beginning in 1964, 
on her 1st Vietnam Combat Cruise, her 7th Westpac and 2nd South China Sea. 

Color coding of carriers allows an individual to follow east and west coast carriers 
operating away from there home port with the 2nd, 6th, 7th, 5th and Central Command. Red 
represents east coast and blue west coast deployments:   
 
USS Boxer (CV-21) with CVAG-19 embarked was the first carrier deployed under the 
U. S. Navy’s east coast and west coast separation of responsibility between the Atlantic 
Fleet (6th Fleet) and Pacific Fleet (7th Fleet) in 1945. 
 
By the end of 1949, USS Franklin D. Roosevelt (CVB-42) North Atlantic deployment 
(27 October to 23 November 1949), with CVG-6 embarked was the U. S. Navy’s thirty 
seventh Foreign Water Fleet Deployment. 
 
USS Midway (CVB-41) with CVG-4 embarked was the first carrier deployed in 1950, on 
the U. S. Navy’s thirty-eighth Foreign Water Fleet Deployment under the U. S. 
Navy’s east coast and west coast separation of responsibility between the Atlantic Fleet 
(6th Fleet) and Pacific Fleet (7th Fleet). 

USS Midway (CV-41) with CVW-5 embarked, made the last deployment of 1976 and 
the U. S. Navy’s 512th Foreign Water Fleet Deployment, on her 13th South China Sea 
deployment, her 10th Vietnam Peace Patrol Cruise, and 10th deployment as a forward 
deployed carrier stationed at Yokosuka, Japan (NAF Atsugi, Japan). 
 
USS Midway (CV-41) with CVW-5 embarked, on her 14th South China Sea 
deployment and 11th deployment as a forward deployed carrier stationed at Yokosuka, 
Japan (NAF Atsugi, Japan) was the U. S. Navy’s 513th Foreign Water Fleet 
Deployment and the first deployment in 1977.        
 
USS Forrestal (CV-59) with CVW-6 embarked, 1st Mediterranean Sea deployment was 
the U. S. Navy’s 649th Foreign Water Fleet Deployment and the last deployment of 
1989. 
 
USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN-72) with CVW-8 embarked first South Atlantic 
deployment and shakedown cruise conducting acceptance trials operating with the 
United States Atlantic Command (Atlantic Fleet) under the direction of the 2nd Fleet was 
the U. S. Navy’s 650th Foreign Water Fleet Deployment and the first deployment in 
1990.        
 
USS Kitty Hawk (CV-63) with CVW-5 embarked, on her Fall Underway Period in the 
Western Pacific, Sea of Japan and the South China Sea and 16th deployment as a 
forward deployed carrier stationed at Yokosuka, Japan (NAF Atsugi, Japan) was the U. 
S. Navy’s 774th Foreign Water Fleet Deployment and the last deployment in 2005.       
 
USS Ronald Reagan (CVN-76) with CVW-14 embarked, on her first “Westpac” and 
first Indian Ocean and Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom was the U. S. Navy’s 775th Foreign Water Fleet Deployment 
and the first deployment in 2006.        

“Records indicate USS Tarawa (CV-40) made the first Indian Ocean and Persian Gulf 
voyage via the navy’s second Red Sea, Gulf of Aden voyage and second Suez Canal 
transit made by a carrier, following operations in South China Sea via straits of Malacca, 
upon completion of operations in the Yellow Sea operating with the Pacific Fleet and 7 th 
Fleet, on her World Cruise and transfer to Norfolk, Va. from San Diego, Ca., on her 
first Mediterranean Sea voyage operating with the 6 th Fleet, traveling through the North 
Atlantic, reuniting with her former home port, and operating with the U.S. Atlantic 
Command (Atlantic Fleet) under the direction of the 8th Fleet, her third deployment 
since her commission 8 December 1946” (Ref. 1-Tarawa and 72). 

“USS Valley Forge (CV-45) with Air Group 11 (CVAG-11) embarked, flying the flag of 
Rear Admiral Harold L. Martin, Commander of Task Force 38 departed San Diego, 
California 8 October 1947, on her first “Westpac” deployment, her first South China 
Sea and first Coral Sea and Tasman Sea voyage operating with the 7th Fleet and what 
would turn out to be her first World Cruise, on her first Indian Ocean and Persian Gulf 
voyage via the navy’s first Red Sea, Gulf of Aden voyage and first Suez Canal transit, 
her first Mediterranean Sea voyage operating with the 6th Fleet and North Atlantic 
voyage, traveling South through the Atlantic to the Caribbean Sea on her third 
reported voyage, her first as a deployment and second Panama Canal transit operating 
with the United States Atlantic Command (Atlantic Fleet) under the direction of the 8th 
Fleet;”  (Ref. 1-Valley Forge & 72).  

CV, CVB, CVL, CVA, CVS, LPH, CVA, CVA(N), CC, AGMR, CV and CVN 
deployments add up to the total reported Foreign Water Fleet Deployments.  
 
CV/CVA deployment counts as a CV deployment 
CVB/CVA deployment counts as a CV deployment  
CV/CVS deployment counts as a CV deployment 
CVA/CV deployment counts as a CVA deployment 
AVT/CVT Carriers made no deployments 

Carriers that made deployments around Cape of Good Hope, transits around Cape Horn 
and through the Suez Canal that operated in the IO were not counted as IO deployments 
unless actually operating in the IO. “USS Rendova (CVE-114) arrived San Diego, Ca., 22 December 1951, ending her first 

tour of combat in Korean, operating in the Sea of Japan or Yellow Sea, under the 
direction of the 7th Fleet in the Pacific”  (Ref. 29 and 72).   

“USS Sicily (CVE-118) arrived San Diego, Ca., 4 December 1952, ending her third 
“Westpac” and third and last tour during the Korean conflict.  Action Report for 4-13 Sep 
1952 and Action Report for 6-16 Oct 1952. Sicily received five battle stars for service in 
Korea” (Ref. 72).   

“From July 1950 until February 1953 , USS Badoeng Strait (CVE-116) completed three 
tours off Korea (14 Jul 1950-7 Feb 1951; 15 Sep 1951-1 Mar 1952 and 19 Jul 1952-27 Feb
1953), as a unit of TF's 95 and 77. During these tours, she operated on anti-submarine 
warfare duty and as a part of the blockade-escort force. Her aircraft provided invaluable 
close ground support during the early period of the action, particularly during the defense 
of the Pusan Perimeter (6 August-12 September 1950), Inchon landing (15 September), 
and Hungnam evacuation (9-24 December 1950).  Badoeng Strait received the Navy Unit
Commendation and six battle stars for her services during the Korean action” (Ref. 72). 

 “USS Bairoko (CVE-115) arrived San Diego, Ca., 24 August 1953 ending her third 
tour of combat in Korean, operating in the Sea of Japan or Yellow Sea, under the 
direction of the 7th Fleet in the Pacific.  Between 14 November 1950 and 15 August 1953, 
USS Bairoko made three extended cruises to the Far East (14 November 1950-15 August 
1951, 1 December 1951-9 June 1952 and 12 January-August 24 1953), acting in support o
the United Nations forces in Korea. Her planes flew hundreds of strikes against North 
Korean and ‘chinese volunteer’ troops, installations, transportation facilities, and naval 
units.  Bairoko received three battle stars for her Korean service” (Ref. 29 and 72). 
 
“USS Point Cruz (CVE-119) arrived San Diego, Ca., 18 December 1953, ending her 
first tour of combat in Korean, operating in the Sea of Japan or Yellow Sea, under the 
direction of the 7th Fleet in the Pacific” (Ref. 29 and 72).   

U. S. AIRCRAFT CARRIERS THAT PARTICIPATED IN MORE THEN ONE 
MAJOR OPERATION WHILE ON DEPLOYMENT FROM 1988 TO JUNE 2006 

South Korean coast to provide security for the Olympic Games in Seoul 

USS Nimitz (CVN-68) arrived Bremerton, Washington, disembarking CVW-9 
operating out of her assigned home base in Calif., at San Diego, Calif., ending her first 
“Westpac” deployment and second Indian Ocean and Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) 
operating with the 7th Fleet, operating off the South Korean coast to provide security 
for the Olympic Games in Seoul in September 1988, followed by operations 
strengthening the U.S. Naval presence in the crucial Indian Ocean area and the North 
Arabian Sea where she participated in Operation "Earnest Will, protecting shipping lanes 
and escorting U.S. registered (re-flagged) Kuwaiti tankers, commencing 29 October 
1988, suffering the loss of two sailors, when a 20mm cannon on an A-7 Corsair aircraft 
accidentally fires during maintenance setting six other aircraft ablaze aboard Nimitz 
while operating in the Arabian Sea. One sailor is killed when a S-3 aircraft explodes, and 
another sailor who suffered burns to over 90% of his body later dies after being medically 
evacuated to Germany, continuing operations Nimitz remained in the North Arabian Sea 
until relieved (2 Sep 1988 to 4 Mar 1989).  

PACEX, ANNUALEX 89 and VALIANT BLITZ 90 

USS Enterprise (CVN-65) with CVW-11 embarked arrived Norfolk, Virginia, ending 
her third World cruise, her 11th Indian Ocean voyage and tour of duty with the 7th Fleet, 
transiting the Suez canal a third time via her fourth voyage in the Arabian Sea, her second 
Gulf of Aden and Red Sea voyage, arriving Norfolk, Virginia via the Mediterranean Sea, 
on her fifth Mediterranean Sea voyage in which three were deployments and home port 
transfer from Alameda, California, completing her highly successful around-the-world 
deployment, she successfully and safely steamed more than 43,000 miles from its long-
time homeport of Alameda, Calif, operating with Battle Group FOXTROT, joining forces 
with USS Midway (CV-41), she participated in PACEX, ANNUALEX 89 and 
VALIANT BLITZ 90, comprised of the largest assemblage of U.S. naval air and sea 
power since World War II. Coordinated operations involved a three-carrier battle group 
comprised of the USS Enterprise, USS Carl Vinson, and USS Constellation. Two battle 
forces (including the carriers Enterprise and Carl Vinson and the battleships USS New 
Jersey and USS Missouri) operated in conjunction with the Japanese Maritime Self-
Defense Force, Republic of Korea Navy and Air Force, U.S. Air Force and U.S. Marine 
Corps to provide highly successful joint training and Operation Classic Resolve 
(President George H.W. Bush's response to Philippine President Corazon Aquino's 
request for air support during the rebel coup attempt), remaining on station conducting 
flight operations in the waters outside Manila Bay, until the situation subsided, and then 
proceeded to her scheduled deployment to the Indian Ocean (17 Sep 1989 to 16 Mar 
1990).  

Operation Desert Shield and Operation Desert Storm 

USS Midway (CV-41) with Carrier Air Wing Five (CVW-5) embarked arrived 
Yokosuka, Japan (NAF Atsugi, Japan), ending her 41st deployment, as the U. S. Navy’s 
forward-deployed carrier operating with the 7th Fleet, her 11th Indian Ocean deployment, 
extending operations in the North Arabian Sea (Persian Gulf). Arriving on station in the 
North Arabian Sea on 1 November 1990, where she relieved USS Independence (CV-62), 
commencing operations in support of  Operation Desert Shield, Midway participated in 
Operation Imminent Thunder, an eight-day combined amphibious landing exercise in 
northeastern Saudi Arabia which involved about 1,000 U.S. Marines, 16 warships, and 
more than 1,100 aircraft, followed with further operations until the early morning hours 
of 17 January 1991, when Operation Desert Shield became Operation Desert Storm, 
at which time the U. S. Navy launched 228 sorties from USS Ranger (CV-61) and 
Midway in the Persian Gulf, from USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN-71) enroute to the 
Gulf, and from USS John F. Kennedy (CV-67), USS Saratoga (CV-60), and USS 
America (CV-66) in the Red Sea (the Navy launched more than 100 Tomahawk missiles 
from nine ships in the Mediterranean Sea, the Red Sea, and the Persian Gulf), continuing 
operations until Desert Storm officially ended 27 February, with Midway departing the 
Persian Gulf 11 March 1991, returning to Yokosuka, Japan, operating under operational 
control of U.S. Naval Forces Central Command and tour of duty with the 7th Fleet 
serving as naval component commander for Central Command during Operation Desert 
Shield (commencing 2 August 1990 Iraqi occupation of Kuwait) and with what would 

On 11 October 1991, USS America (CV-66) arrived at Norfolk, Virginia, ending her 
fifth Northern Atlantic deployment operating with the United States Atlantic Command 
(Atlantic Fleet) under the direction of the 2nd Fleet, participating in Exercise North 
Star; ending her 14th Mediterranean Sea voyage operating with the 6th Fleet, 
participating in Operation Desert Shield and Operation Desert Storm in the Red Sea, on 
her second Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment on her 24th deployment (7 
August 1990 to 27 March 1991).  

On 27 March 1991, USS Saratoga (CV-60) with CVW-17 embarked arrived Mayport, 
Florida, ending her first Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment in support of 
Operation Desert Shield/Operation Desert Storm, returning home via Gulf of Aden, Red 
Sea, on her fourth Suez Canal transit, steaming through the Mediterranean Sea operating 
with the 6th Fleet and Atlantic operating with the United States Atlantic Command 
(Atlantic Fleet) under the direction of the 2nd Fleet, while operating under the direction 
of the U.S. Naval Forces Central Command where it remained following the war with 
Iraq (Operation Desert Storm commencing in the early morning hours of 17 January 
1991), with the Commander, 7th Fleet, serving as naval component commander for 
Central Command, with Operation Desert Shield commencing 2 August 1990 (Iraqi 
occupation of Kuwait) (7 August 1990 to 27 March 1991).  

USS John F. Kennedy (CV-67) with CVW-3 and Rear Admiral Riley D. Mixson, 
ComCarGru 2 embarked arrived Norfolk, Virginia at 1430 on 28 March 1991, moored at 
Pier 12, with Captain John P. Gay in command, greeted by a throng bearing balloons, 
banners, and flags along with 30,000 family members and supporters, her banner baring 
the same initials of her proud namesake: “Justice For Kuwait,” ending her first Red Sea 
deployment, on her 13th Mediterranean Sea deployment with the 6th Fleet participating 
in National Week ’90 Exercises, Operation Desert Shield and Operation Desert 
Storm (15 Aug 1990 to 28 Mar 1991) 

USS Ranger (CV-61) with CVW-2 embarked arrived Alameda, California 8 June 1991, 
disembarking CVW-2 operating out of her assigned home base in Calif., her 22nd 
“Westpac” deployment operating with the Pacific Fleet, her ninth Indian Ocean 
deployment, her second North Arabian Sea and Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) 
deployment in the Far East  (8 December 1990 to 8 June 1991). 

Operation Desert Shield, Operation Desert Storm and Operation Provide Comfort  

USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN-71) with CVW-8 embarked arrived Norfolk, Virginia, 
with Capt. Charles S. Abbot in command, ending her second Mediterranean Sea 
deployment (3rd voyage) operating with the 6th Fleet, first Red Sea deployment in 
support of Operation Desert Shield, Operation Desert Storm and Operation Provide 
Comfort (28 Dec 1990 to 28 Jun 1991). 

ANNUALEX, Operation Fiery Vigil and Operation Desert Storm 

USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN-72) arrived Everett, Washington, disembarking CVW-11 
operating out of her assigned home base in Calif., at San Diego, Calif., her first 
“Westpac” deployment operating with the Pacific Fleet and 7th Fleet, conducting 
ANNUALEX,” and Operation Fiery Vigil, on her first Indian Ocean and Arabian 
Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment in support of Operation Desert Storm, (18 May to 
25 Nov 1991). 

Operation Provide Promise 

USS John F. Kennedy (CVA-67) with CVW-3 embarked operated with the 6th Fleet in 
support of Operation Seawind with the Egyptian Navy and Air Force, African Eagle 
with Moroccan forces, Ionian Sea Operations in response to potential U.S. resolve to 
intervene in the situation in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Operation Provide Promise, on 
her Adriatic Sea voyage, an arm of the Med (7 Oct 1992 to 7 Apr 1993). 

Operation Deny Flight and Operation Southern Watch 

USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN-71) with CVW-8 embarked arrived Norfolk, Virginia, 
with Capt. Stanley W. Bryant in command, ending her third Mediterranean Sea 
deployment (5th voyage) operating with the 6th Fleet in support of Operation Deny 
Flight in the U.S. no-fly zone over Bosnia and second Red Sea deployment in support of  
Operation Southern Watch, enforcing the no-fly zone over Iraq (11 Mar to 8 Sep 
1993). 

Operation Southern Watch and Operation Continue Hope 

USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN-72) arrived Everett, Washington, disembarking CVW-11 
operating out of her assigned home base in Calif., at San Diego, Calif., ending her second 
“Westpac” deployment operating with the Pacific Fleet and 7th Fleet, her second Indian 
Ocean and Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment in support of Operation 
Southern Watch, enforcing the no-fly zone south of the 32nd parallel in Iraq, and 
Operation Continue Hope off the coast of Somalia to assist U.N. humanitarian 
operation (15 Jun to 15 Dec 1993). 

Operation Uphold Democracy 

In September 1994, USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN-69 with CVW-3 and the U.S. 
10th Mountain Division embarked departed Norfolk, Virginia 8 July 1985, on her third 
Caribbean Sea deployment, steaming South through the Atlantic operating with the 
United States Atlantic Command (Atlantic Fleet) under the direction of the 2nd Fleet and 
headed for Port-au-Prince to lead Operation Uphold Democracy, the U.S.-led effort to 
restore the elected government of Haiti, introducing adaptive force packaging. 

Operation Deny Flight, Operation Sharp Guard, Operation Southern Watch and 
Operation 

George Washington (CVN 73) with CVW-7 embarked, anchored at Hampton Roads 
due to poor weather preventing pier approach, mooring at pier 12 Norfolk, Virginia 18 
November 1994, ending her first Mediterranean Sea (3rd voyage) deployment operating 
with the 6th Fleet in support of Operation Deny Flight and Operation Sharp Guard, 
her first Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment in support of Operation Southern 
Watch enforcing the no-fly zone south of the 32nd parallel in Iraq and Operation 
Vigilant Warrior (20 May to 17 Nov 1994). 

Operation Deny Flight, Operation Provide Promise and Operation Sharp Guard 

USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN-69 with CVW-3 and COMCRUDESGRU Eight 
Team including more than 400 women embarked arrived Norfolk, Virginia, ending her 
seventh Mediterranean Sea deployment (11th voyage) operating with the 6th Fleet in 
support of Operation Deny Flight, Operation Provide Promise and Operation Sharp 
Guard, her third Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment in support of Operation 
Southern Watch and Operation Vigilant Warrior (20 Oct 1994 to 14 Apr 1995). 

Operation Southern Watch and Operation Vigilant Sentinel 
 
USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN-72) arrived Everett, Washington, disembarking CVW-11
operating out of her assigned home base in Calif., at San Diego, Calif., ending her third 
“Westpac” deployment operating with the Pacific Fleet and 7th Fleet, her third Indian 
Ocean and Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment in support of Operation 
Southern Watch enforcing the no-fly zone south of the 32nd parallel in Iraq and 
Operation Vigilant Sentinel (10 Apr to 9 Oct 1995). 
 

The first U.S. warship to pass though the Taiwan Strait since 1976 in March 1996 

USS Nimitz (CVN-68) arrived Bremerton, Washington, disembarking CVW-9 
operating out of her home port at Naval Air Station Lemoore prior to arriving at San 
Diego, Calif., ending her fifth “Westpac” deployment and her first East China Sea voyage 
patrolling the waters off Taiwan amid missile tests by the PRC in the area, 
becoming the first U.S. warship to pass though the Taiwan Strait since 1976 in 
March 1996, where once again the presence of carrier forces at sea positively influenced 
events ashore, calming a volatile stand off  between mainland China and Taiwan, 
suffering the loss of one sailor and four others injured when an arresting cable on Nimitz 
flight deck snapped and struck a group of sailors off the Gulf of Thailand, as an F-14A 
came in for landing on the deck and the arresting cable broke while operating with the 7th 
Fleet and her fifth Indian Ocean and Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment 
enforcing the no-fly zone south of the 32nd parallel in Iraq in support of Operation 
Southern Watch (27 Nov 1995 to 20 May 1996).  

Operation Southern Watch, Operation Desert Strike and Exercise Rugged Nautalis 

USS Carl Vinson (CVN-70) with CVW-14 embarked arrived Naval Air Station, 
Alemeda, California, disembarking CVW-14 operating out of her home port at Naval Air 
Miramar; ending her sixth “Westpac” deployment operating with the Pacific Fleet and 
7th Fleet in the Western Pacific, on her sixth Indian Ocean deployment and second 
Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf deployment) in support for Operation Southern Watch, 
Operation Desert Strike and Exercise Rugged Nautalis (14 May to 14 Nov 1996). 

Operation Sharp Guard, Operation Joint Endeavor and Operation Southern Watch 

USS George Washington (CVN 73) with CVW-7 embarked arrived Norfolk, Virginia, 
ending her second Mediterranean Sea deployment (5th voyage) operating with the 6th 
Fleet in support of Operation Sharp Guard and Operation Joint Endeavor enforcing 
no-fly zones in Bosnia, her second Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment in 
support of Operation Southern Watch enforcing the no-fly zone south of the 32nd 
parallel in Iraq (26 Jan to 23 Jul 1996). 

Operation Joint Endeavor, Operation Desert Fox and Operation Southern Watch 

USS Enterprise (CVN-65) with CVW-17 embarked arrived Norfolk, Virginia, ending 
her fourth Mediterranean Sea deployment (7th voyage) operating with the 6th Fleet in 
support of Operation Joint Endeavor, her fifth voyage in the Arabian Sea, her 2nd 
Arabian Gulf/Persian Gulf deployment in support of Operation Southern Watch 
enforcing the no-fly zone south of the 32nd parallel in Iraq (28 Jun to 20 Dec 1996). 

Operation Deliberate Force and Operation Southern Watch 

USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN-71) with CVW-3 embarked arrived Norfolk, Virginia, 
with Capt. David Architzel in command, ending her fifth Mediterranean Sea deployment 
(8th voyage) operating with the 6th Fleet in support of Operation Deliberate Force over 
the skies of Bosnia and the Adriatic in the U.S. no-fly zone over Bosnia and her first 
Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment in support of Operation Southern Watch 
(25 Nov 1996 to 22 May 1997). 

Operation Deliberate Guard and Exercise Dynamic Mix 

USS John F. Kennedy (CV-67) with CVW-8 embarked participated in Exercise Iles 
D’Or 97, Operation Deliberate Guard and Exercise Dynamic Mix, her second Arabian 
Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment in support of Operation Southern Watch, with orders 
to enforce the no-fly zone south of the 32nd parallel in Iraq and Exercise Beacon Flash 
(29 Apr to 28 Oct 1997).          

Operation DESERT THUNDER and Operation Southern Watch 

George Washington (CVN 73) with CVW-1 embarked arrived Norfolk, Virginia, 
ending her third Mediterranean Sea deployment (7th voyage) operating with the 6th Fleet 
her third Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment during Exercise Bright Star '97, 
Operation DESERT THUNDER and Operation Southern Watch enforcing the no-fly 
zone south of the 32nd parallel in Iraq (3 Oct 1997 to 3 Apr 1998). 

Operation Desert Fox and Operation Southern Watch 

USS Enterprise (CVN-65) with CVW-3 embarked arrived Norfolk, Virginia, ending 
fifth Mediterranean Sea deployment and ninth voyage in the Mediterranean Sea operating 
with the 6th Fleet, on her first Adriatic Sea deployment, an arm of the Mediterranean Sea 
in the area of the province of kosovo, Yugoslavian; her sixth voyage in the Arabian Sea, 
her 3rd Arabian Gulf/Persian Gulf deployment in support of Operation Southern Watch 
enforcing the no-fly zone south of the 32nd parallel in Iraq and Operation Desert Fox (6 
Nov 1998 to 6 May 1999). 

USS Carl Vinson (CVN-70) with CVW-11 embarked arrived Bremerton, Washington, 
disembarking CVW-9 operating out of her assigned home base in Calif., ending her 
seventh “Westpac” deployment operating with the Pacific Fleet and 7th Fleet in the 
Western Pacific, her seventh Indian Ocean deployment and third Arabian Sea/Gulf 
(Persian Gulf deployment) conducting airstrikes in support of Operation Desert Fox and 
Operation Southern Watch from 19 December 1998 into March of 1999 (6 Nov 1998 
to 6 May 1999). 

Operation Allied Force, Operation Noble Anvil, Operation Shining Hope and 
Operation Southern Watch 

USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN-71) with CVW-8 embarked arrived Norfolk, Virginia, 
with Capt. David Architzel in command, ending her sixth Mediterranean Sea deployment 
(10th voyage) operating with the 6th Fleet and in the and the Ionian Sea, an arm of the 
Mediterranean Sea, south of the Adriatic Sea in direct support NATO's Operation Allied 
Force, Operation Noble Anvil and Operation Shining Hope, her second Arabian 
Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment in support of Operation Southern Watch (26 Mar 
to 22 Sep 1999). 

Operation Joint Forge and Operation Deliberate and Operation Southern Watch 

USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN-69) with CVW-17 embarked arrived Norfolk, 
Virginia, ending her eighth Mediterranean Sea deployment (13th voyage) operating with 
the 6th Fleet in support of Operation Joint Forge and Operation Deliberate, her fourth 
Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment in support of Operation Southern Watch 
enforcing the no-fly zone south of the 32nd parallel in Iraq (10 Jun to 10 Dec 1998). 

Exercises Frisian Flag ’99, Bright Star 1999 and Operation Southern Watch 

USS John F. Kennedy (CV-67) with CVW-8 embarked participated in Exercises 
Frisian Flag ’99, Bright Star 1999, her third Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) 
deployment in support of Operation Southern Watch (17 Sep 1999 to 19 Mar 2000). 

"Millennium Cruise" 

USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN-69) with CVW-7 embarked arrived Norfolk, 
Virginia, ending ninth Mediterranean Sea deployment (14th voyage) operating with the 
6th Fleet, her "Millennium Cruise" and fifth Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) 
deployment in support of Operation Southern Watch (18 Feb to 18 Aug 2000). 

NATO Exercise Destined Glory (DG 00), SAIPAN ARG, PHIBLEX 00 and 
Operation Southern Watch 

George Washington (CVN 73) with CVW-17 embarked arrived Norfolk, Virginia, 
ending her fourth Mediterranean Sea deployment (9th voyage) operating with the 6th 
Fleet in support of NATO Exercise Destined Glory (DG 00) while the SAIPAN ARG, 
with the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) embarked, were involved in extensive 
operations and international exercises throughout the Mediterranean, including presence 
operations in the Adriatic Sea and were key players in Slunj 2000 (a bilateral exercise 
with Croatia) and PHIBLEX 00, her fourth Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment 
in support of Operation Southern Watch enforcing the no-fly zone south of the 32nd 
parallel in Iraq (21 Jun to 19 Dec 2000). 

Operation Southern Watch and Exercise Arabian Gauntlet 

Harry S. Truman (CVN-75) with CVW-3 embarked arrived Norfolk, Virginia, with 
Captain David L. Logsdon, USN in command, ending her first Mediterranean Sea 
deployment (2nd voyage) operating with the 6th Fleet, her first Arabian Sea/Gulf 
(Persian Gulf) deployment in support of Operation Southern Watch enforcing the no-
fly zone south of the 32nd parallel in Iraq and Exercise Arabian Gauntlet (28 Nov 2000 
to 23 May 2001). 

Operation Southern Watch and Operation Enduring Freedom 
 
USS Enterprise (CVN-65) with CVW-8 embarked arrived Norfolk, Virginia, ending her 
sixth Mediterranean Sea (11th voyage) deployment operating with the 6th Fleet, her 
seventh voyage in the Arabian Sea, her 4th Arabian Gulf/Persian Gulf deployment in 
support of Operation Southern Watch and "Operation Enduring Freedom" in the 
Afghanistan region, participating in the Joint Maritime Course 01-2 (JMC 01-2) during 
the early part of her deployment, with four Enterprise Battle Group ships on a British 
Royal Navy joint and combined warfare training exercise, 18 through 28 June 2001 in the 
North Sea near the Hebrides Islands, as well as land and airspace around Scotland, while 
on 11 September 2001, just beginning her voyage home from the Arabian Gulf, and while 
watching a U.S. morning news show live, although locally in the early evening, the crew 
saw the terrorist attacks by the al Qaeda terrorist network against New York's World 
Trade Center and on the Pentagon. Immediately, turning around and headed back to the 
waters off Southwest Asia, and was on station when Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) 
commenced on 7 October 2001 and for approximately three weeks, aircraft from CVW-8 
flew nearly 700 missions in Afghanistan and dropped hundred of thousands of pounds of 
ordnance (25 Apr to 10 Nov 2001).  
 
USS Carl Vinson (CVN-70) with CVW-11 embarked arrived Bremerton, Washington, 
disembarking CVW-11 operating out of her home port at Naval Air Station Lemoore; 
ending her eighth “Westpac” deployment operating with the Pacific Fleet and 7th Fleet in 
the Western Pacific, her eighth Indian Ocean deployment and fourth Arabian Sea/Gulf 
(Persian Gulf deployment) in support for Operation Southern Watch and Operation 
Enduring Freedom (23 July 2001 to 23 January 2002). 
 

Exercise Bright Star, Operation Southern Watch, and Operation Enduring 
Freedom 

USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN-71) with CVW-1 embarked arrived Norfolk, Virginia, 
with Captain Richard J. O’Hanlon, USN in command, ending her seventh Mediterranean 
Sea deployment (11th voyage) operating with the 6th Fleet in support of Exercise Bright 
Star and her third Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment in support of Operation 
Southern Watch, enforcing the no-fly zone south of the 32nd parallel in Iraq and 
Operation Enduring Freedom operating in the North Arabian Sea (19 Sep 2001 to 22 
Mar 2002). 

Operation Anaconda and Operation Enduring Freedom 

 USS John F. Kennedy (CV-67) with CVW-7 embarked made her fourth Arabian 
Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment operating alongside her battle group deployed in 
support of Operation Anaconda unleashed by U.S. ground forces in Afghanistan to trap 
al Qaeda terrorists and their Taliban supporters known to be holed-up in the Shah-e-Kot 
Valley, south of Gardez in southeastern Afghanistan and Operation Enduring Freedom, 
the global war on terrorism (7 Feb to 17 Aug 2002). 

Operation Decisive Edge, Exercise Destined Glory 2002, Operation Enduring 
Freedom and Operation Southern Watch 

George Washington (CVN 73) with CVW-17 embarked arrived Norfolk, Virginia, 
ending her fifth Mediterranean Sea deployment (11th voyage) operating with the 6th 
Fleet during Exercise Mediterranean Shark and Operation Decisive Edge and Exercise 
Destined Glory 2002 in the Atlantic Ocean operating with the United States Atlantic 
Command (Atlantic Fleet) under the direction of the 2nd Fleet, her fifth Arabian Sea/Gulf 
(Persian Gulf) deployment extending operations to the Northern Arabian Sea in support 
of Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Southern Watch enforcing the no-fly 
zone south of the 32nd parallel in Iraq (20 Jun to 20 Dec 2002). 

Operation Southern Watch, Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi 
Freedom 

 
USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN-72) arrived Everett, Washington, disembarking CVW-2 
operating out of her home port at Naval Air Station Lemoore on 2 May 2003, the same 
day Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld announced the end of Afghan combat and 
Operation Enduring Freedom; ending her sixth “Westpac” deployment operating with the 
Pacific Fleet and 7th Fleet, her sixth Indian Ocean and Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) 
deployment in support of Operation Southern Watch, enforcing the no-fly zone south 
of the 32nd parallel in Iraq, Operation Enduring Freedom ending 2 May 2003 with the 
end of Afghan combat and Operation Iraqi Freedom commencing 20 March 2003 
operating under operational control of the US Naval Forces Central Command and 5th 
Fleet, the US 5th Fleet, reactivated with operational control of the Persian Gulf, Red Sea, 
and Arabian Sea, headquartered in Manama, Bahrain in July 1995, while U.S. Naval 
Forces Central Command operational control extends to the Indian Ocean following the 
war with Iraq (Operation Desert Storm), with the Commander, 7th Fleet, serving as naval 
component commander for Central Command, at the beginning of Operation Southern 
Watch (commencing 26 August 1992, when President George H. W. Bush announced 
that the United States and its allies had informed Iraq that in 24 hours Allied aircraft 
would fly surveillance missions in southern Iraq and were prepared to shoot down any 
Iraqi aircraft flying south of the 32nd parallel, while President George Bush declared 
Kuwait had been liberated at 9 p.m. EST 27 February 1992, flight operations ending at 
midnight), with Operation Desert Storm commencing in the early morning hours of 17 
January 1991 until 27 February 1992, when President George Bush declared Kuwait had 
been liberated and Operation Desert Storm would end at midnight) and Operation Desert 
Shield commencing 2 August 1990 (Iraqi occupation of Kuwait) (20 Jul 2002 to 6 May 
2003). 
 
USS Constellation (CV-64) (Connie) with CVW-2 embarked arrived Naval Air Station 
North Island, San Diego, Calif., disembarking CVW-9 operating out of her home base 
Naval Air Station Lemoore, ending her 21st “Westpac” deployment operating with the 
Pacific Fleet and tour of duty with the 7th Fleet in the far east, steaming through the 
South China Sea, on 11th Indian Ocean deployment and seventh Arabian Sea/Gulf 
(Persian Gulf) deployment (8th voyage Arabian Sea) alongside her battle group deployed 
in support of Operation Enduring Freedom, in an opportunity to fight in the global war 
on terrorism and what would turn out to be Operation Iraqi Freedom (2 November 
2002 to 2 June 2003). 

Harry S. Truman (CVN-75) with CVW-3 embarked arrived Norfolk, Virginia, with 
Capt. Michael R. Groothousen, USN in command, with more than 20,000 loved ones 
waiting on the pier to welcome the crew home, ending her second Mediterranean Sea 
deployment (3rd voyage) operating with the 6th Fleet in support of Operation Southern 
Watch, enforcing the no-fly zone south of the 32nd parallel in Iraq, Operation 
Enduring Freedom and what turned out to be the end of Afghan combat and the 
beginning of Operation Iraqi Freedom (5 Dec 2002 to 23 May 2003). 

Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom 

USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN-71) with CVW-1 embarked arrived Norfolk, Virginia, 
with Captain Richard J. O’Hanlon, USN in command, ending her Caribbean Sea voyage 
where she conducted COMPTUEX (Composite Training Unit Exercise) operating with 
the United States Atlantic Command (Atlantic Fleet) under the direction of the 2nd Fleet, 
her eighth Mediterranean Sea deployment (12th voyage) operating with the 6th Fleet in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom (6 Jan to 29 
May 2003). 

Operation Iron Hammer (Iraq 2003) and Operation Iraqi Freedom 

Foal Eagle, Tandem Thrust, Ulchi Focus Lens and Operation Iraqi Freedom 

USS Carl Vinson (CVN-70) arrived Bremerton, Washington, steaming from San Diego 
Bay where she moored at Naval Air Station North Island, Calif., to offload the remaining 
air wing personnel and equipment of CVW-9 on 15 September 2003, while Aircrew from 
Carrier Air Wing Nine (CVW-9) squadrons make the first of many homecomings, as they 
conducted a “flyoff” of more than 70 aircraft from the aircraft carrier 14 September 2003, 
ending her ninth “Westpac” deployment operating with the Pacific Fleet and 7th Fleet in 
the Eastern and Western Pacific deployment responding to the world’s need for a 
stabilizing presence in the Western Pacific by ensuring theater security in cooperation 
with friends and allies in the region, conducting COMPTUEX (Composite Training Unit 
Exercise) and JTFEX (Joint Task Force Exercise) from 17 to 31 January 2003, her ninth 
Indian Ocean deployment in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, extending her 
deployment two and one half months while underway, as a result of the Navy’s 
deployment schedule shifting to implement a new Fleet Response Plan (FRP), the eight-
month deployment covered 60,000 nautical miles – equivalent to two trips around the 
world, while the Carl Vinson CSG flew more than 10,000 sorties, offered indirect strike-
planning support for Operation Iraqi Freedom, and participated in several international 
naval exercises, including Foal Eagle, Tandem Thrust and Ulchi Focus Lens, during 
which time Carl Vinson and her strike group met U.S. commitments in the Pacific Rim 
from as far north as the Korean Peninsula to as far south as the Australian continent, 
becoming the first strike group to undergo a new, innovative Inter-Deployment Training 
Cycle (IDTC), which greatly compressed the training required for deployment (13 Jan to 
19 Sep 2003). 

Operation Southern Watch and Operation Iraqi Freedom 

USS Kitty Hawk (CV 63) with CVW-5 embarked arrived Yokosuka, Japan (NAF 
Atsugi, Japan), ending her tenth deployment in foreign waters as a forward deployed 
carrier operating with the 7th Fleet, her 11th Indian Ocean deployment, her 12th Indian 
Ocean voyage, her eighth Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment, in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom commencing 20 March 2003, while prior to the 
commencement of the multi-national coalition effort to liberate the Iraqi people, CVW-
15 will enforced the ban on Iraqi planes from flying south of the 32nd parallel in support 
of Operation Southern Watch (23 January to 6 May 2003). 

Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation Iron Hammer (Iraq 2003) and Exercise Sea 
Saber 

USS Enterprise (CVN-65) with CVW-8 embarked arrived Norfolk, Virginia, ending her 
seventh Mediterranean Sea deployment operating with the 6th Fleet and 13th voyage in 
the Mediterranean Sea, on her eighth voyage in the Arabian Sea, her 5th Arabian 
Gulf/Persian Gulf deployment, participating in Operation Iraqi Freedom, the multi-
national coalition effort to liberate the Iraqi people, eliminate Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction, and end the regime of Saddam Hussein, commencing 20 March 2003, 
Operation Iron Hammer (Iraq 2003) launched on the night of November 12, 2003 and 
Exercise Sea Saber commencing on January 17 and ran through 23 January 2004 (28 
Aug 2003 to 29 Feb 2004). 

“On 2 June 2004, the Navy announced the simultaneous deployment of seven carrier 
strike groups (CSGs) to demonstrate the Navy’s ability to provide credible combat power 
across the globe by operating in five theaters with other U.S., allied and coalition military 
forces. Dubbed Summer Pulse’04, this exercise was the first of the Navy’s new Fleet 
Response Plan (FRP) slated to result in increased force readiness and the ability to 
provide combat power in response to a crisis. Along with USS John F. Kennedy (CV-
67), the other carriers involved were USS George Washington (CVN-73), USS John C. 
Stennis (CVN-74), USS Kitty Hawk (CV-63), USS Harry S. Truman (CVN-75), USS 
Enterprise (CVN-65), and USS Ronald Reagan (CVN-76)”  (Ref. 549).     

Summer Pulse 2004 

USS Enterprise (CVN-65) with CVW-1 embarked arrived Norfolk, Virginia, ending her 
two month North Atlantic deployment in support of Summer Pulse 2004, participating in 
several multinational exercises in a demonstration of the Fleet Response Plan, while 
Enterprise CSG was one of seven carrier strike groups deployed to demonstrate the 
ability to simultaneously surge multiple carrier strike groups (3 Jun to 23 Jul 2004). 

Summer Pulse ’04, Operation Phantom Fury (al Fajr, Arabic for “dawn) and 
Operation Iraqi Freedom 

USS John F. Kennedy (CV-67) with CVW-17 made her fifth Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian 
Gulf) deployment in support of Summer Pulse ’04, Operation Phantom Fury (al Fajr, 
Arabic for “dawn) and Operation Iraqi Freedom (7 Jun to 13 Dec 2004). 

Summer Pulse ’04 

USS Kitty Hawk (CV 63) with CVW-5 embarked arrived Yokosuka, Japan (NAF 
Atsugi, Japan) 7 September 2004, with CVW-15 aircraft flying off on 4 September 2004, 
ending her scheduled underway period in the Western Pacific, and her 13th deployment 
in foreign waters as a forward deployed carrier operating with the 7th Fleet completing 
Summer Pulse ’04 after 48 days at sea, the Navy’s first implementation of the new Fleet 
Response Plan (FRP), participating in exercises and inspections underway, maintaining 
and demonstrating the efficiency and readiness of the Kitty Hawk/CVW-5 team, 
implemented to demonstrate the readiness and flexibility of America’s deployable naval 
forces to respond to a crisis in the event of an emergent situation anywhere in the world  
(19 July  to 7 September 2004). 

Operation Iraqi Freedom and Exercise Arabian Gauntlet 

Harry S. Truman (CVN-75) with CVW-3 embarked arrived Norfolk, Virginia, with 
Captain James P. Gigliotti USN in command, ending her fourth Mediterranean Sea 
deployment (7th voyage) operating with the 6th Fleet, her second Arabian Sea/Gulf 
(Persian Gulf) deployment in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Exercise 
Arabian Gauntlet 2005 (13 Oct 2004 to 18 Apr 2005). 

Operation Unified Assistance 
 
USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN-72) arrived Everett, Washington, disembarking CVW-2 
operating out of her home port at Naval Air Station Lemoore at San Diego, Calif., ending 
her seventh “Westpac” deployment operating with the Pacific Fleet and 7th Fleet, her 
seventh Indian Ocean in support of PASSEX and Operation Unified Assistance in 
support of Tsunami Relief Efforts, extending operations in the Andaman Sea (15 Oct 
2004 to 4 Mar 2005). 

USS Sicily (CVE-118) received five battle stars for service in Korea” (Ref. 72); USS 
Badoeng Strait (CVE-116) received the Navy Unit Commendation and six battle stars 
for her services during the Korean action and USS Bairoko (CVE-115) received three 
battle stars for her Korean service. USS Point Cruz (CVE-119); USS Rendova (CVE-
114) and USS Sitkoh Bay (CVE 86) battle stars unknown by researcher. Total Korean 
battle stars CV’s (50); CVL’s (7) and CVE’s (14) battle stars during Korea reflect: 69 

12 WW II Carriers deployed after the war = 80 Battle Stars – 215+ WW II Carrier Battle 
Stars = 135 + 80 + 110) = 325 + Battle Stars from 1941 to 1973  (190 – 80) = 57 Korea 
BS + 53 Vietnam BS) 

Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation Vigilant Resolve and Summer Pulse 04 

USS George Washington (CVN 73) with CVW-17 embarked arrived, ending her sixth 
Mediterranean Sea deployment (13th voyage) operating with the 6th Fleet , her sixth 
Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
Operation Vigilant Resolve and Summer Pulse 04 (20 Jan to 26 Jul 2004). 

USS Ronald Reagan (CVN-76) with CVW-11 embarked arrived at her new homeport in 
San Diego, California, operating with the Pacific Fleet, ending her Western & Southern 
Atlantic and Southern & Eastern Pacific deployment around the Cape Horn operating 
with the United States Atlantic Command (Atlantic Fleet) under the direction of the 2nd 
Fleet and home port transfer from Norfolk, Va. during which time participated in 
Summer Pulse ’04 (27 May to 23 July 2004). 

Summer Pulse 2004, RIMPAC '04, Northern Edge '04, Operation Iraqi Freedom 
and Operation Southern Watch  

USS John C. Stennis (CVN-74) with CVW-14 embarked arrived San Diego, 
California, Calif. 24 May 2004, disembarking CVW-14 operating out of her home port at 
Naval Air Station Lemoore, ending her third “Westpac” deployment operating with the 
Pacific Fleet and 7th Fleet in the Western Pacific participating in Summer Pulse 2004, 
participating in several multinational exercises in a demonstration of the Fleet Response 
Plan, to include RIMPAC '04 and Northern Edge '04, on her third Indian Ocean 
deployment (4th voyage), her fourth Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Southern Watch (24 May to 1 
November 2004). 

Exercise Majestic Eagle Summer Pulse '04 

USS Harry S. Truman (CVN-75) with CVW-3 embarked arrived Norfolk, Virginia, 
with Captain James P. Gigliotti USN in command, ending her third Mediterranean Sea 
deployment (5th voyage) operating with the 6th Fleet in support of Summer Pulse ’04, 
as one of seven carriers worldwide to participate in the exercise, which demonstrated the 
Navy’s Fleet Response Plan and took part in Exercise Majestic Eagle, the culmination 
of Summer Pulse '04 which is the Navy's first deployment under its new FRP (2 June to 
25 July 2004).  

Operation Iraqi Freedom 

On 31 July 2005, USS Carl Vinson (CVN-70) with CVW-9 embarked arrived Norfolk, 
Virginia, ending her second around-the-world deployment and home port transfer from 
Bremerton, Washington, she will begin planning for 2005’s Refueling and Complex 
Overhaul (RCOH) at Northrop Grumman's Newport News Shipbuilding, her tenth Indian
Ocean deployment and fifth Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf deployment) in support for
Operation Iraqi Freedom ended, operating under operational control of the US Naval 
Forces Central Command and 5th Fleet (13 January to 31 July 2005).  

Maritime Security Operations (MSO 

On 8 November 2005, USS Nimitz (CVN-68) with CVW-11 embarked arrived San 
Diego, California, disembarking CVW-11 operating out of her home port at Naval Air 
Station Lemoore, ending her eighth “Westpac” deployment, her eighth Indian Ocean 
deployment and Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment in support for 1st 
Maritime Security Operations (MSO ended, operating under operational control of the 
US Naval Forces Central Command and 5th Fleet (7 May to 8 November 2005). 

Exercise Talisman Saber ’05 

On 20 August 2005, USS Kitty Hawk (CV 63) with CVW-5 embarked arrived Yokosuka
Japan (NAF Atsugi, Japan), ending her scheduled Summer Underway Period in the 
Western Pacific, her 15th deployment in foreign waters as a forward deployed carrier 
operating with the 7th Fleet in the Western Pacific, Philippine Sea and Coral Sea, 
conducting carrier qualifications commencing 23 May, strike training, drills and exercises
operating in the 7th Fleet area of responsibility, testing weapons systems, radar and 
computer networks while a team from Naval Air Warfare Center’s aircraft division 
examined the ship’s precision approach landing system, to include planned participation in
Exercise Talisman Saber ’05, jointly sponsored by the U.S. Pacific Command and 
Australian Defense Force Joint Operations Command, scheduled to occur in June in 
Australia’s Shoalwater Bay Training Area near Rockhampton. The exercise focused on 
improving interoperability between the two nations (23 May to 20 August 2005). 

1st Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation Steel Curtain (OSC) and 1st Maritime 
Security Operations (MSO) 

USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN-71) with CVW-8 embarked arrived Norfolk, Virginia 
11 March 2006, with Captain J.R. Haley in command, ending her ninth Mediterranean 
Sea deployment (14th voyage) operating with the 6th Fleet and her fourth Arabian 
Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment in support of  Operation Iraqi Freedom operating 
under operational control of the US Naval Forces Central Command and 5th Fleet (1 
September 2005 to 11 March 2006). 

Exercise ANNUALEX 2005 

Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation Enduring Freedom, Maritime Security 
Operations (MSO) deployment, Passing Exercise (PASSEX) and Exercise "Valiant 

Shield 2006" 

USS Ronald Reagan (CVN-76) with CVW-14 and Rear Adm. Michael H. Miller, 
Commander, Carrier Strike Group Seven embarked arrived San Diego, California 6 July 
2006, ending her maiden voyage; conducting naval operations in support of the global wa
on terrorism, as well as national and theater cooperative security commitments in the 
Western Pacific, her first “Westpac” in support of national and theater cooperative 
security commitments in the western Pacific and Guam operating area where she 
participated in Exercise "Valiant Shield 2006" upon conclusion of naval operations in 
support of the global war on terrorism; making her presence in the first Indian Ocean 
known for the first time on several voyages, her 1st Operation Iraqi Freedom, 1st 
Operation Enduring Freedom, 1st Maritime Security Operations (MSO) deployment 
and Passing Exercise (PASSEX) with the French navy, her first Arabian Sea/Gulf 
(Persian Gulf) deployment ended, operating under operational control of the US Naval 
Forces Central Command and 5th Fleet (4 January to 6 July 2006). 

Reception Staging Onward Movement and Integration and Foal Eagle 2006 
(RSOI/FE 06); Passing Exercise (PASSEX) with the Royal Thai Navy; RIMPAC 200

and Exercise "Valiant Shield 2006 

On 8 August 2006, USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN-72) arrived Everett, Washington, 
disembarking CVW-2 operating out of her home port at Naval Air Station Lemoore at San
Diego, Calif. prior to arriving her home port with Captain. C. Andrew McCawley, 
commanding; ending her eighth “Westpac” deployment operating with the Pacific Fleet
and 7th Fleet in support of Reception Staging Onward Movement and Integration and 
Foal Eagle 2006 (RSOI/FE 06); Passing Exercise (PASSEX) with the Royal Thai 
Navy; RIMPAC 2006 and Exercise "Valiant Shield 2006 (27 February to 8 August 
2006). 

"Partnership of the Americas" Caribbean Sea with U.S. Southern Command's 
(SOUTHCOM) 

USS George Washington (CVN 73) with CVW-17 embarked arrived Norfolk Va. 24 
May 2006 with more than 6,500 Sailors; ending her second Caribbean Sea deployment, 
for two months of training and joint military exercises as part of U.S. Southern 
(SOUTHCOM) Command's "Partnership of the Americas" deployment, enhancing 
regional maritime security and strengthened ties through operations and exercises with 
Caribbean and Latin American partner nations, providing the opportunity for U.S. and 
other forces to operate in a multinational environment, refine coordination, and improve 
interoperability (4 April to 24 May 2006) 
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U. S. AIRCRAFT CARRIER DEPLOYMENTS THROUGHOUT OCEANS AND SEAS FROM SEPTEMBER 1945 to 2007 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z AA AB AC AD AE AF AG AH AI AJ AK AL AM AN AO AP AQ AR AS AT AU AV AW AX AY AZ BA BB BC BD BE BF BG BH BI BJ BK BL BM BN BO BP BQ BR BS BT BU BV BW BX BY BZ CA CB CC CD CE CF CG CH CI CJ CK CL CM CN CO CP CQ CR CS CT CU
NO.

CC

21 Fifth Boxer (LPH-4), former CVS-21, 
CVA-21 & CV-21

. . 4 8 . 8 2 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

40 Midway (CV-41), former CVA-41 & 
CVB-41

. . . . . . . . . 3 10 . 14 . 1 . . . 1 . 10 9 . . . 1 1 . . . . 1 . . 1 . . . . . . . . . 2 . 7 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 1 . . . . . 1 13 2 ##1 ##1 . . . . .

41 Franklin D. Roosevelt  (CV-42), 
former CVA-42, CVB-42 & Coral 
Sea (CVB-42)

. . . . . . . . . 1 . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 4 . 3 . . . . 1 . . . . . 1 . 1 . 1 . 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 . . . . . . .

39 Tarawa (AVT-12), former CVS-40, 
CVA-40 & CV-40

. . . . . 1 1 . . . 1 . 1 . . . . . . . 1 1 . . . . . . 2 2 . . . . 1 . . . . . . . 1 . 2 . 2 2 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 . 2 1 . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . .

35 Second Antietam (CVS-36), former 
CVA-36 & CV-36

. . 1 2 . 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

36 Princeton (LPH-5), former CVS-37, 
CVA-37, CV-37 & Valley Forge

. . 4 8 . . . . . 5 . . 6 . . . . . . . 19 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

44 Philippine Sea (AVT-11), former 
CVS-47, CVA-47 & CV-47

. . 3 9 . 3 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 . . . . . . . 1 1 . . . . . . 1 . . . 1 . . . 2 . 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

32 Third Leyte (CVA-32), former CV-32 
& Crown Point

. . 1 2 . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 . 7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

15 Second Randolph (CVS-15), former 
CVA-15 & CV-15

early Dec 1944 
to late 15 Aug 
194

3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 . 1 1 . . 1 . . . . . . 1 . . 4 . 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

43 Valley Forge (LPH-8), former CVS-
45, CVA-45 & CV-45

. . 4 8 . 4 . . . 5 . 9 7 . . . . . . . 11 . . . . . . . 5 1 . . . 3 . . . . . 2 . 1 . 6 . 3 . 1 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

37 Shangri-la (CVS-38), former CVA-38 
& CV-38

early Sept 1944 
to 21 Oct 1945

2 . . . . . . . 1 . 3 1 . 1 . . . . . 5 1 . . . . . 1 2 2 . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . 4 . 7 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . 5

33 Kearsarge CVS-33, former CVA-33 
& CV-33

. . 2 2 . 4 2 . . 4 . . 6 . . . . . 12 . . . . . . 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . 1 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . 2

42 Coral Sea (CV-43), former CVA-43, 
CVB-43 & CV-42

. . . . . . . . 6 2 . 11 . 1 1 . . 1 15 . . . 1 2 . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . 2 1 12 1 1 1 . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . 4 4 . .

45 Arlington (AGMR-2), former Saipan, 
AGMR-2, CC-3, AVT-6 & CVL-48

. . . . 1 1 . . 1 . . 1 . . . . . . 2 . . . . . . . 2 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . 3 . 1 . 1 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

29 Bataan (CVL-29), former CV-29 & 
Buffalo (CL-99)

21 Apr 1944 to 
17 Oct 1945

6 7 . 4 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13

34 Oriskany (CV-34) former CVA-34 & 
CV-34

. . 2 4 . 2 . 7 2 5 10 . . . . . . 1 16 . . . . . . 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . 1 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

12 Eighth Hornet (CVS-12), former 
CVA-12, CV-12 & Kearsarge

14 Feb 1944 to 7 
Jul 1946

(PUC)     9 . . . 2 2 . 2 3 . . 8 . . . . . . . 10 . . . . . . . 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 . . . 1 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

31 Bon Homme Richard (CV-31), 
former CVA-31 & CV-31

19 Mar 1945 to 
20 Oct 1945

1 2 5 . 2 . . . . 6 . 6 . 1 . . . . . 14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . 6

9 Seventh Essex  (CVS-9), former CVA-
9 & CV-9

in May 1943 to  
Sep 1945

(PUC)   13 2 4 . 4 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 6 . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . 4 1 2 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . 17

18 Ninth Wasp (CVS-18), former CVA-
18, CV-18 & Oriskany

31 Jan 1944 to 
27 Oct 1945

(6 NUC) 8 . . . 1 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . . . 1 2 . . . . . . . 1 2 2 2 . . 1 . . . . . 5 . . . 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

38 Second Lake Champlain (CVS-39), 
former CVA-39 & CV-39

. . 1 . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . 5 . . . 2 . 6 . 2 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

20 Bennington (CVS-20), former CVA-
20 & CV-20

15 Dec 1944 to 
7 Nov 1945

2 . . 3 . . . . 3 . . 6 . . . . . . 1 10 . . . . . . . 1 1 . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

46 Second Wright (CC-2), former AVT-
7 & CVL-49

. . . . . 1 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . 2 . . . . . 1 . . . . . 2 . 2 . . . 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

10 Fourth Yorktown (CVS-10), former 
CVA-10, CV-10 & Bon Homme 
Richard

6 Jul 1943 to 1 
Oct 1945

(PUC)   11 . . . 7 2 . . 3 . 5 6 2 . . . . . 1 11 . . . . . . 1 1 1 . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

11 Fourth Intrepid (CVS-11), former 
CVA-11 & CV-11

3 Dec 1943 to 2 
Dec 1945

5 . . . . . . . 3 . . 3 . . . . . . 5 . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . 3 . . . . . . . . 1 1 . 7 . 4 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

19 Hancock (CV-19), former, CVA, CV-
19 & fourth Ticonderoga

31 Jul 1944 to 
21 Oct 1945

(NUC)    4 . . . . . . . 7 2 . 15 . . . . . . . 16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

14 Fourth Ticonderoga (CVS-14), 
former CVA-14, CV-14 & Hancock

26 Jun 1944 to 6 
Dec 1945

5 . . . . . . . 5 . 12 7 . . . . . 1 2 12 . . . . . . 2 . 2 . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

47 Forrestal (AVT-59), former CV-59 & 
CVA-59

. . . . . . . . . 1 . . 1 . . . . . . 1 . 1 1 . . . 1 1 . . . . . 1 2 . . 1 . . . . 1 . . . 20 . 6 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 3 2 . . . . . . .

16 Fifth Lexington (AVT-16), former 
CVT-16, CVS-16, CVA-16, CV-16 & 
Cabot

early Aug 1943 
to 3 Dec 1945

11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 6 . . . . . . 1 1 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . 11

48 Saratoga (CV-60), former CVA-60 & 
CVB-60

. . . . . . . . . 1 . 1 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . 1 . . . 1 2 . . . . . . . . . 2 . 21 . 4 4 . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . 1 1 . 1 #1 #1 1 . . . 1

49 Ranger (CV-61) former CVA-61 . . . . . . . . . 7 2 13 12 . . . . . . 1 23 7 . . . . 2 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 9 2 #1 #1 1 . . . 13
50 Fifth Independence (CV-62), former 

CVA-62
. . . . 5 . . . . 1 . . 1 1 . . . . . 1 3 2 . . . . 7 1 . 1 . . . . 1 . 1 . 1 . 4 1 1 . 2 . 18 . 8 8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 9 7 1 . 4 . . . .

51 Second Kitty Hawk (CV-63), former 
CVA-63

. . . . 6 . . . 1 6 2 . 13 2 3 . . 1 . 1 22 4 1 . . 1 7 2 . 2 . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . 9 . 8 11 9 . 1 5 1 2 1 .

52 Third Constellation (CV-64), former 
CVA-64

. . . . . . . . . 7 2 . 9 . . . . 1 2 3 26 3 . 8 . 1 8 3 . 3 . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 13 9 . . 4 ##1 ##1 . .

53 Eighth Enterprise (CVN-65), former 
CVA(N)-65

. . . . 1 . . . . 6 1 . 7 1 2 . . . 2 4 12 11 . . 1 . 1 4 . 4 . . . . 2 . . . . . . . . . . . 8 3 16 16 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . 3 . . . 3 . . . . . 7 11 4 . . 2 3 3 . .

54 America (CV-66), former CVA-64 . . . . . . . . . 3 . 5 3 . . . . . . 6 . . . . . . . . . 8 . . 1 . . . 1 . . 1 . . 3 . 17 6 16 16 . . . . 1 . . 1 . 1 1 . . . . 1 1 . . . 1 . . 1 2 1 . . . . . . . 2 4 5 1 #1 #2 2 . . . 5
55 John F. Kennedy (CV-67), former 

CVA-67
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 . 1 . . . 1 1 . . . 1 . . . . . 2 . . 1 . 16 . 14 14 2 1 1 1 1 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . . *1 . . . 3 . . 2 2 . . . . . . . 1 4 . 1 #1 #1 2 1 1 . .

56 Nimitz (CVN-68), former (CVA(N)-
68)

. . . . . . . 1 . . . . . 1 . 1 . 1 1 1 . . . . . . 9 2 . 1 . . . . 2 . . . . 1 . 1 . . . 2 6 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . 9 9 9 . 1 3 1 2 2 .

57 Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN-69), 
former CVA(N)-69

. . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 . . . . . . . 2 . . . . . . . . . 2 . 10 2 12 12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . 2 . . . 1 1 1 . . . . . . . 1 6 2 2 1 1 3 ##1 ##1 ##1 .

58 Carl Vinson (CVN-70) . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . 2 4 1 11 10 3 1 . . 2 4 . . 1 . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . 2 1 1 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 . . . . . 5 10 7 . . 4 1 2 . .
59 Theodore Roosevelt (CVN-71) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . 9 . 14 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 . . . . . . . 4 . . . . . . . . 3 4 . . #1 #1 4 1 1 1 .
60 Second Abraham Lincoln (CVN-72) . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . 1 . 1 . 1 8 2 . . . . 6 1 . 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 10 6 . 1 5 ##1 ##1 . .
61 Third George Washington (CVN-73) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 . 6 . 14 14 . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . *2 . . . . 3 . . . . . . . . . 6 . . . . 5 1 1 . .
62 John C. Stennis (CVN-74) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 . . . . . 4 . . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . 1 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . . . . 4 4 4 . . 3 2 1 1 .
63 Harry S. Truman (CVN-75) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 . 6 4 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 . . . . . . . . . 3 . . . . 2 ##1 ##2 . .
64 Ronald Reagan (CVN-76) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 2 . . . . . 1 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 1 . . . . 1 . .

TOTAL 1941 to 1945 80 24 57 21 46 19 3 4 84 30 53 157 8 9 2 3 8 8 48 306 45 3 13 2 10 54 30 26 45 4 6 1 2 30 1 2 1 2 1 21 10 10 1 52 3 233 21 128 121 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 5 1 1 5 3 1 1 3 17 2 8 20 13 4 1 1 9 8 87 118 76 8 11 50 16 20 8 190

Indian Ocean, 
North Arabian 
Sea and or 
Arabian Sea & 
Med Sea Voyage 

South China 
Sea, Indian 
Ocean & 
Gulf of Aden 

Med Sea, 
Ionian  & 
Sea Arabian 
Sea/Gulf 
(Persian 
Gulf)

Med & 
Red Sea

Med Sea 
Voyage, Red 
Sea & 
Arabian 
Sea/Gulf 
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Gulf) 

Med Sea, Red 
Sea & 
Arabian 
Sea/Gulf 
(Persian 
Gulf) 

North 
Arabian 
Sea & 
Indian 
Ocean

North Arabian 
Sea and or 
Arabian 
Sea/Gulf, 
(Persian Gulf) 
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Cape 
Horn 
Transit

Panama 
Canal 
Transit

CARRIER World War II 
Service

Battle 
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Korea 
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Stars
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Japan

Korea 
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Battle 
Stars
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China 
Sea
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Cruise
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Cruises
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Sea
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Sea & IO 

SoPac Westpac Indian 
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Sea
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Cruise

Unreported 
Transit

SoPac & 
Antarctic

Norwegian 
Sea

Western 
Pacific 
(Other than 
Westpac)

Med Sea,  
Indian Ocean & 
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Med & Adriatic 
Sea, Arabian 
Sea/Gulf 
(Persian Gulf) 

Med Sea, 
North Sea 
& Artic 
Circle

Med Sea, 
Red Sea & 
Arabian 
Sea/Gulf 
(Persian 
Gulf)

South 
China 
Sea & 
Indian 
Ocean

Med Sea , 
Ionian, 
Tyrrhenian, 
Aegean Seas 
& Sea of 
Crete

Med Sea 
& 
Arabian 
Sea/Gulf 
(Persian 
Gulf)

Med, Adriatic 
Sea, Red Sea & 
Indian Ocean 

Med Sea, 
Carib & 
Indian Ocean 

Med Sea & 
Indian Ocean 

Carib, 
Med & 
Ionian 
Seas

Med Sea  & 
Tyrrhenian 
Sea

Med Sea , 
Adriatic & 
Aegean Seas

Med Sea, 
Adriatic & 
Gulf of 
Sidra - Surt 
(Sirte)

Med Sea 
Aaegean Sea 
& Arabian 
Sea/Gulf 
(Persian 
Gulf)

Red Sea, 
Gulf of 
Aden 
voyage

Med Sea 
Voyage & 
Indian 
Ocean & 
North 
Arabian 
Sea or 
Arabian 

Med Sea 
& Ionian 
Sea

Med Sea & 
Gulf of 
Sidra - Surt 
(Sirte)

Med Sea , 
Tyrrhenian 
& Aegean 
Seas

Med Sea  & 
Aegean Seas

Based on Harry S. Tru-
man (CVN-75) accom-
plishing MSO, OIF and 
OEF, while Enterprise 
MSO is assumed. (7 
November 2007). 

2nd Operation Iraqi Freedom and 2nd Operation Enduring Freedom 

USS Enterprise (CVN-65) with CVW-1 embarked arrived Norfolk, Virginia 18 
November 2006, ending her ninth Mediterranean Sea deployment operating with the 
6th Fleet and 14th/15th voyage in the Mediterranean Sea; her 9th/10th voyage in the 
Arabian Sea, her 6th Arabian Gulf/Persian Gulf deployment; her second North 
Arabian Sea deployment, her 2nd Operation Enduring Freedom (11th USN OEF) and 
2nd Operation Iraqi Freedom (16th USN OIF), the US Navy’s 83rd Arabian Sea and 
Persian Gulf deployment since September 1945, operating with the 5th Fleet and Central 
Command; her 8th South China Sea deployment operating with the 7th Fleet (2 May to 
18 November 2006). 

Maritime Security Operations (MSO) and Exercise "Valiant Shield 2006" 

On 15 September 2006, USS Kitty Hawk (CV 63) with CVW-5 embarked with CVW-5 
embarked arrived Yokosuka, Japan (NAF Atsugi, Japan), ending her Summer 
Underway Period in the Western Pacific, Sea of Japan, South China Sea and Indian 
Ocean in support of Maritime Security Operations (MSO); conducting Exercise 
"Valiant Shield 2006" a multi-service war game involving three carrier strike groups, 
22,000 personnel, and 280 aircraft with USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN-72) and USS 
Ronald Reagan (CVN-76) from 19 to 23 June and upon conclusion operated in the 
Western Pacific from 24 to 30 June 2006 (8 June to September 15 2006). 
 

1st Maritime Security Operations (MSO), 1st Operation Enduring Freedom and 1st 
Operation Iraq Freedom 

 
On 23 May 2007, Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN-69) with CVW-7 embarked arrived 
Norfolk, Va. ending a regularly scheduled deployment in support of Maritime Security 
Operations (MSO) on her 10th Mediterranean Sea deployment (15th voyage) operating 
with the 6th Fleet and sixth Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) and 2nd Indian Ocean off 
the Somali coast deployment in support of her 1st Operation Enduring Freedom (12th 
USN OEF) and 1st Operation Iraqi Freedom (16th USN OIF) 1st Maritime Security 
Operations (MSO) on the US Navy’s 83rd Arabian Sea and Persian Gulf deployment 
since September 1945, operating with the 5th Fleet and Central Command and her 12th 
Suez Canal transit and the US Navy’s 124th Suez Canal transit. Her 16th deployment 
and since her commission 18 October 1977 and approximately 780th FWFD.  

1st Maritime Security Operations (MSO), 2nd Operation Enduring Freedom and 1st 
Operation Iraq Freedom 

 
On 31August 2007, John C. Stennis arrived Naval Base Kitsap Bremerton for San 
Diego with Captain Bradley E. Johanson as the CO, arriving at Diego, Calif. on 27 
August 2007 to off load Carrier Air Wing CVW-9 deploying from San Diego Saturday, 
Jan. 20 with Commander, Carrier Strike Group (CCSG) 3, headed by Rear Adm. Kevin 
M. Quinn embarked, while Commander Destroyer Squadron One, headed by Rear 
Admiral Kevin M. Quinn arrives as escort, ending her fourth Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian 
Gulf) deployment in support of her 2ndt Operation Enduring Freedom (13th USN 
OEF) and 1st Operation Iraqi Freedom (17th USN OIF) Combined, working closely with 
allies to build regional security and long-term stability with Joint Task Force Horn of 
Africa; conducting her 1st Maritime Security Operations (MSO) on the US Navy’s 
84th Arabian Sea and Persian Gulf deployment since September 1945 (16 January 2007 
to 31 August 2007), operating with the 5th Fleet and Central Command and approx. the 
U. S. Navy’s 782nd FWFD. 

Navy's Fleet Response Plan (FRP) and Exercise Reception, Staging, Onward 
Movement and Integration/Foal Eagle (RSOI/FE) 

USS Ronald Reagan (CVN-76) with CVW-14 departed San Diego, California 5 January 
2007, on her second “Westpac” deployment under the Navy's Fleet Response Plan 
(FRP) and will operate in the western Pacific in support of U.S. commitments in the 
region in Exercise Reception, Staging, Onward Movement and Integration/Foal 
Eagle (RSOI/FE). FRP provides the U.S. with the ability to respond to any global 
commitment with flexible and sustainable forces and the ability to rapidly respond to a 
range of situations on short notice. She will under go her 3rd deployment since her 
commission on what would be approximately the U. S. Navy's 883rd carrier FWFD. 

2nd Maritime Security Operations (MSO), 1st Operation Enduring Freedom and 1st 
Operation Iraq Freedom 

Nimitz with CVW 11 embarked arrived San Diego, Calif. on 30 September 2007; ending
her ninth “Westpac” deployment, and ninth Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) 
deployment in support 1st Operation Enduring Freedom (14th USN OEF), 2nd 
Operation Iraqi Freedom (18th USN OIF), conducting 2nd Maritime Security 
Operations (MSO) relieving USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) CSG operating in the
Persian Gulf; Nimitz with USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74), maintained a two-carrier 
presence in the U.S. Central Command area of responsibility, demonstrating the U.S. 
resolve to build regional security and bring long-term stability to the region, on the US 
Navy’s 85th Arabian Sea and Persian Gulf deployment since September 1945, operating
with the 5th Fleet and Central Command. Upon conclusion of OEF, OIF and MSO, Nimit
participated in joint exercise "Valiant Shield 2007" in the Guam operating area and 
exercise "Malabar 07-2" in the Bay of Bengal prior the ending her deployment. Her 20th
deployment ended (7 May to 8 November 2005) since she was commissioned on 3 May 
1975 by President Gerald Ford and approximately the U. S. Navy’s 784th FWFD. 

3rd Operation Iraqi Freedom, 3rd Operation Enduring Freedom and Maritime 
Security Operations 

USS Enterprise (CVN-65) with CVW-1 embarked departed Norfolk, Virginia 7 July 
2007, on her tenth Mediterranean Sea deployment operating with the 6th Fleet and 17th
voyage in the Mediterranean Sea; on most likely her 3rd Operation Enduring 
Freedom (15th USN OEF) and 3rd Operation Iraqi Freedom (19th USN OIF), the US
Navy’s 87th Arabian Sea and Persian Gulf deployment since September 1945, operatin
with the 5th Fleet and Central Command; her 15th Gulf of Aden & Red Sea voyage; she 
will make her 15th Suez Canal transit and the US Navy’s 125th carrier Suez Canal 
transit and upon return will make her 16th Suez Canal transit and the US Navy’s 126th 
carrier Suez Canal, on the US Navy’s 86th Arabian Sea and Persian Gulf deployment 
since September 1945, operating with the 5th Fleet and Central Command. She will under 
go her 27th deployment since her commission on November 25, 1961 (2 May to 18 
November 2006) and approximately the US Navy’s 786th carrier FWFD. 

Maritime Security Operations and most likely Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation
Enduring Freedom 

Harry S. Truman with CVW-3 embarked departed Norfolk, Virginia, with Captain 
Herman A. Shelanski in command, on 5 November 2007, with CCSG10 commanded by 
Rear Admiral William E. Gortney and staff; her fifth Mediterranean Sea deployment 
(8th voyage) operating with the 6th Fleet, her third Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) 
deployment in support of Maritime Security Operations and most likely Operation 
Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom, operating under operational 
control of the US Naval Forces Central Command and 5th Fleet., while U.S. Naval 
Forces Central Command operational control extends to the Indian Ocean following the 
war with Iraq (Operation Desert Storm), with the Commander, 7th Fleet, serving as 
naval component commander for Central Command. She will make her 5th Suez Canal 
transit and the U. S. Navy’s 127th  Suez Canal transit enroute to the Arabian Sea via the 
Red Sea on the U. S. Navy’s 87th Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) deployment and 
upon return through the Suez Canal will make her 6th Suez Canal transit and the U. S. 
Navy’s 128th  Suez Canal; her sixth deployment since her commission and the 
approximately the U. S. Navy’s 787th FWFD. 


