
1990 US Atlantic Fleet (Second Fleet and Sixth Fleet) and Pacific Fleet (Seventh Fleet) 
Aircraft Carrier Deployments operating under the direction of the Sixth Fleet in the 
Mediterranean and the U.S. Naval Forces Central Command, 7th Fleet, serving as naval 
component commander for Central Command, with Operation Desert Shield 
commencing 2 August 1990 (Iraqi occupation of Kuwait) and Operation Desert Storm, 
Operation Imminent Thunder  and Operation Provide Comfort are as follows: 
 
AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER         

DEP  AIR 
WING 

TAIL 
CODE 

DEPART RETURN FLEET 
D. NO. 

USS Abraham 
Lincoln       
(CVN-72) 

SoLant 
Shake 
down 

CVW-8 AJ 19 Jan 
1990 

23 Feb 
1990 

650 

-USS Midway 
(CV-41) 

10th 
Westpac 

CVW-5 NF 25 Jan 
1990 

6 Apr 
1990 

651 

USS Carl 
Vinson       
(CVN-70) 

4th 
Westpac 
4th IO            
Sea of 
Japan 

CVW-15 NL 1 Feb 
1990 

31 July 
1990 

652 

USS 
Constellation 
(CV-64) (Home 
port transfer to 
the East Coast) 

EastPac 
SoPac          
Cape Horn 
SoLant 

CVW-9 NG 13 Feb 
1990 

in July 
1990 

653 

 
Dwight D. 
Eisenhower 
(CVN-69) 

6th Med 
Red Sea 
Suez Canal  
x 2 

CVW-7 AG 8 Mar 
1990 

12 Sep 
1990 

654 

1st Operation Desert Shield 
USS 
Independence 
(CV-62)       
(3rd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

1st Westpac 
4th IO 
 

CVW-10 NK 23 Jun 
1990 

20 Dec 
1990 

655 

1st Operation Desert Shield 
USS Saratoga 
(CV-60)      
(1st Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

3rd & 4th 
Red Sea, 
Gulf of 
Aden and 
Suez Canal 
x2 

CVW-17 AA 7 Aug 
1990  

27 Mar 
1991 

656 

1st Operation Desert Shield and 1st Operation Desert Storm 
USS John F. 
Kennedy       
(CV-67)          

13th Med       
1st Red Sea 
Suez Canal 
x4  1st, 2nd, 
3rd & 4th 
Red Sea 
voyage 

CVW-3  AC 15 Aug 
1990  

28 Mar 
1991 

657 

National Week ’90 Exercises, 1st Operation Desert Shield and 1st Operation Desert 
Storm 

USS Abraham 
Lincoln        
(CVN-72) 
(Home port 
transfer to the 
West Coast) 

SoLant 
Cape Horn 
Pacific  

CVW-8 AJ 25 Sep 
1990 

20 Nov 
1990 

658 

 
+USS Midway 
(CV-41) 
(North 
Arabian Sea 
and Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

11th IO CVW-5 NF 2 Oct 
1990  

17 Apr 
1991 

659 

1st Operation Desert Shield, Operation Imminent Thunder and 1st Operation Desert 
Storm 

USS Ranger 
(CV-61)             
(2nd North 
Arabian Sea 
and Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

22nd 
Westpac 
8th IO 

CVW-2 NE 8 Dec 
1990  

8 Jun 
1991 

660 

1st Operation Desert Shield and 1st Operation Desert Storm 
USS America 
(CV-66)               
(3rd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

14th Med 
1st  Red Sea 
Suez Canal 
x 2              
9th & 10th 
Red Sea, 
Gulf of 
Aden & 
Arabian 
Sea voyage 

CVW-1 AB 28 Dec 
1990  

6 Jun 
1992 

661 or 
662 

1st Operation Desert Shield and 1st Operation Desert Storm 
USS Theodore 
Roosevelt 
(CVN-71) 

2nd Med 
1st  Red Sea 
Suez Canal 
x2 1st Gulf 
of Aden & 
Red Sea 
voyage 

CVW-8 AJ 28 Dec 
1990  

28 Jun 
1991 

661 or 
662 

1st Operation Desert Shield Operation Provide Comfort and 1st Operation Desert 
Storm  

(Ref. U. S. Navy Deployment History Resources) 
 USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN-72) with CVW-11 embarked departed Norfolk, Virginia 
in September 1990, making an inter fleet transfer from the Atlantic to the Pacific Fleet, 
steaming through the Western & South Atlantic operating with the United States Atlantic 
Command (Atlantic Fleet) under the direction of the 2nd Fleet around South America & 
Cape Horn traveling in the Eastern Pacific to her new home port of Everett, Washington 
USS Enterprise (CVN-65) with CVW-11 embarked departed Alameda, California 17 
September 1989, embarking CVW-11 operating out of her assigned home base in Calif., 
she will under go her third World cruise, her 11th Indian Ocean voyage and tour of duty 
with the 7th Fleet, she will under go Operation Classic Resolve, she will transit the Suez 
canal a second time via her fourth voyage in the Arabian Sea and second Gulf of Aden 
and Red Sea voyage, enroute to Norfolk, Virginia via the Mediterranean Sea, on her 
fifth Mediterranean Sea voyage in which three were deployments and home port 
transfer 
USS Constellation (CV-64) with CVW-9 embarked departed San Diego, Calif. 13 
February 1990, on her home port transfer steaming to South Pacific via Cape Horn 
through the South Atlantic to the east coast for a three-year overhaul at the Philadelphia 
Naval Shipyard, Pa., via Norfolk, Va.; 
-USS Midway (CV-41) 40th deployment as a forward deployed carrier stationed at 
Yokosuka, Japan (NAF Atsugi, Japan) 
+USS Midway (CV-41) 41st deployment as a forward deployed carrier stationed at 
Yokosuka, Japan (NAF Atsugi, Japan) 
Persian Gulf, arm of the Arabian Sea, 90,000 sq mi (233,100 sq km), between the 
Arabian Peninsula and Iran, extends c.600 mi (970 km) from the Shatt al Arab delta to 
the Strait of Hormuz, which links it with the Gulf of Oman 

 

1991 US Atlantic Fleet (Second Fleet and Sixth Fleet) and Pacific Fleet (Seventh Fleet) 
Aircraft Carrier Deployments operating under the direction of the Sixth Fleet in the 
Mediterranean and the U.S. Naval Forces Central Command where it remained following 
the war with Iraq (Operation Desert Storm commencing in the early morning hours of 17 
January 1991), with the Commander, 7th Fleet, serving as naval component commander 
for Central Command, with Operation Desert Shield commencing 2 August 1990 (Iraqi 
occupation of Kuwait) are as follows:  
 
AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER         

DEP  AIR 
WING 

TAIL 
CODE 

DEPART RETURN FLEET 
D. NO. 

USS Nimitz 
(CVN-68)       
(3rd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

3rd 
Westpac 
3rd IO 

CVW-9 NG 25 Feb 
1991 

24 Aug 
1991 

663 

1st Operation Desert Storm 
USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63) 
(2nd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 
(Home port 
transfer to the 
West Coast) 

SoLant  
17th 
Westpac 
Cape Horn   
5th IO 

CVW-15 NL 1 Apr 
1991 

11 Dec 
1991 

664 

1st Operation Desert Storm 
USS Abraham 
Lincoln       
(CVN-72)        
(1st Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

1st Westpac 
1st IO 

CVW-8 AJ 18 May 
1991 

25 Nov 
1991 

665 

1st Operation Desert Storm 
USS Forrestal 
(CV-59) 

20th Med  CVW-6 AE 30 May 
1991 

21 Dec 
1991 

666 

 USS Midway 
(CV-41)  

Japan to 
San Diego 

CVW-5 
CVW-10 

NF 
NK 

in early 
August 
1991  

by the end 
of August 
1991 

667 

USS 
Independence 
(CV-62) 
(Forward 
deployed) 

Transfer to 
Yokosuka, 
Japan via 
Hawaii 

CVW-10 NK 8 Aug 
1991 

11 Sep 
1991 

668 

USS America 
(CV-66) 

NorLant CVW-1 AB 21 Aug 
1991  

11 Oct 
1991 

669 

Dwight D. 
Eisenhower 
(CVN-69)         
(2nd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

8th Med  
Voyage       
Suez Canal   
x 2 
 

CVW-7 AG 26 Sep 
1991  

2 Apr 
1992 

670 

1st Operation Desert Storm 
USS America 
(CV-66)               
(4th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

15th Med 
Suez Canal 
x 2            
11th & 12th 
Red Sea, 
Gulf of 
Aden & 
Arabian 
Sea voyage 

CVW-1 AB 2 Dec 
1991  

6 Jun 
1992 

671 

2nd Operation Desert Storm 
(Ref. U. S. Navy Deployment History Resources) 
USS Kitty Hawk (CV-63) with CVW-15 embarked departed Philadelphia Naval 
Shipyard 1 April 1991, steaming through the South Atlantic operating with the United 
States Atlantic Command (Atlantic Fleet) under the direction of the 2nd Fleet in the 
Atlantic via Cape Horn to the South and Western Pacific, transferring to the Pacific 
Fleet on her 17th “Westpac” deployment operating with the Pacific Fleet and tour of 
duty with the 7th Fleet 

 USS Midway (CV-41) with Carrier Air Wing Five (CVW-5) embarked departed 
Yokosuka, Japan (NAF Atsugi, Japan) in early August 1991, on her 63rd deployment 
steaming to San Diego, California via Pearl Harbor where she will turn over with USS 
Independence (CV-62) which will be replacing Midway as the forward-deployed carrier in 
Yokosuka, making 41 deployments as the U. S. Navy’s forward-deployed carrier 
operating with the 7th Fleet 
USS Independence (CV-62) departed San Diego, California 8 August 1991, embarking 
CVW-10 operating out of her assigned home base in Calif., she will under go her 25th 
deployment, on her transfer to Yokosuka, Japan via Hawaii where CVW-5 will 
embark, replacing CVW-10, for her final cruise to Yokosuka, Japan (NAF Atsugi, 
Japan) where she will be forward deployed operating with the 7th Fleet 
Persian Gulf, arm of the Arabian Sea, 90,000 sq mi (233,100 sq km), between the 
Arabian Peninsula and Iran, extends c.600 mi (970 km) from the Shatt al Arab delta to 
the Strait of Hormuz, which links it with the Gulf of Oman 
1991 Carrier and Air Wing Deployments and Composition – Ref. 75C 

 

1992 US Atlantic Fleet (Second Fleet and Sixth Fleet) and Pacific Fleet (Seventh Fleet) 
Aircraft Carrier Deployments operating under the direction of the Sixth Fleet in the 
Mediterranean and the U.S. Naval Forces Central Command, participating in Operation 
Restore Hope and Operation Southern Watch, with the Commander, 7th Fleet, serving as 
naval component commander for Central Command are as follows: 
 
AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER         

DEP  AIR 
WING 

TAIL 
CODE 

DEPART RETURN FLEET 
D. NO. 

USS 
Independence 
(CV-62)        
(4th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

2nd 
Westpac 
5th Indian 
Ocean 

CVW-5 NF 15 Apr 
1992 

13 Oct 
1992 

672 

1st Operation Southern Watch   
USS Saratoga 
(CV-60) 

19th Med CVW-17 AA 6 May 
1992 

6 Nov 
1992 

673 

1st Operation Southern Watch   
 
USS Ranger 
(CV-61)             
(3rd North 
Arabian Sea 
and Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

23rd 
Westpac   
9th IO 

CVW-2 NE 1 Aug 
1992 

31 Jan 
1993 

674 

1st Operation Southern Watch    
USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63) 
(3rd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

18th 
Westpac 
6th I/O 

CVW-15 NL 3 Nov 
1992  

3 May 
1993 

675 

1st Operation Southern Watch  and Operation Restore Hope 
USS George 
Washington 
(CVN-73) 
(Shakedown 
Cruise) 

Guanta-
namo 
Carib 

CVW-7 AG Sep 1992 Dec 1992 676 

USS John F. 
Kennedy       
(CV-67) 

14th Med 
Ionian Sea 
Adriatic 
Sea 

CVW-3 AC 7 Oct 
1992  

7 Apr 
1993 

677 

Operation Seawind with the Egyptian Navy and Air Force, African Eagle with 
Moroccan forces, Ionian Sea Operations in response to potential U.S. resolve to 

intervene in the situation in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Operation Provide Promise 
(Ref. U. S. Navy Deployment History Resources) 
Persian Gulf, arm of the Arabian Sea, 90,000 sq mi (233,100 sq km), between the 
Arabian Peninsula and Iran, extends c.600 mi (970 km) from the Shatt al Arab delta to 
the Strait of Hormuz, which links it with the Gulf of Oman 
USS Independence (CV-62) 1st deployment as a forward deployed carrier stationed at 
Yokosuka, Japan (NAF Atsugi, Japan) 
1992 Carrier and Air Wing Deployments and Composition – Ref. 75C 

 

The US Navy's 1993 Pacific Fleet and Seventh Fleet Aircraft Carriers deployments and 
carriers from both West and East coast operating under the direction of the U.S. Naval 
Forces Central Command, participating in Operation Deny Flight, Operation Provide 
Promise, Operation Sharp Guard, Operation Continue Hope and Operation Southern 
Watch, with the Commander, 7th Fleet, serving as naval component commander for 
Central Command are as follows: 

AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER         

DEP  AIR 
WING 

TAIL 
CODE 

DEPART RETURN FLEET 
D. NO. 

USS Nimitz 
(CVN-68)       
(4th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

4th  
Westpac 
4th IO 

CVW-9 NG 2 Feb 
1993 

29 Jul 
1993 

678 

1st Operation Southern Watch  
#USS 
Independence 
(CV-62)  

off the 
Coast Of 
Korea 

CVW-5 NF 15 Feb 
1993 

25 Mar 
1993 

679 

USS Theodore 
Roosevelt 
(CVN-71) 

3rd Med 
2nd Red 
Sea Suez 
Canal x2  

CVW-8 AJ 11 Mar 
1993 

8 Sep 
1993 

680 

Operation Deny Flight and 1st Operation Southern Watch   
+USS 
Independence 
(CV-62) 2nd 
Gulf of Aden & 
Red Sea 
voyage 

off the 
Coast Of 
Korea 

CVW-5 NF 11 May 
1993 

1 Jul 1993 681 

USS Abraham 
Lincoln        
(CVN-72)    
(2nd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

2nd 
Westpac 
2nd IO 

CVW-11 NH 15 Jun 
1993 

15 Dec 
1993 

683 

1st Operation Southern Watch  and Operation Continue Hope 
 
USS America 
(CV-66)               
(13th & 14th 
Red Sea, Gulf 
of Aden & 
Arabian Sea) 
voyage 

16th Med 
Adriatic   
2nd Red Sea 
Suez Canal 
x 2              
5th IO 

CVW-1 AB 11 Aug 
1993  

5 Feb 
1994 

684 

Operation Deny Flight, Operation Provide Promise, Operation Sharp Guard, 
Operation Continue Hope and 1st Operation Southern Watch   

-USS 
Independence 
(CV-62)       
(5th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

6th Indian 
Ocean 

CVW-2  NE 17 Nov 
1993  

17 Mar 
1994 

685 

2nd Operation Southern Watch and Somalia 
(Ref. U. S. Navy Deployment History Resources) 
USS Constellation (CV-64) departed Philadelphia Naval Shipyard, Pa. 27 May 1993, 
conducting her post-SLEP shakedown with a number of CVW-17 squadrons embarked, 
steaming to Mayport, Fla., where she will embark CVW-2, on her East to West coast 
transfer steaming through the Southern Atlantic, around the Cape Horn, conducting 
exercises with various South American air forces while en route to San Diego, Calif. 
CVN-71 teamed with the Special Purpose Marine Air Ground Task Force (SPMAGTF) to 
test the concept of embarking a multi-purpose Marine force in a carrier 
#USS Independence (CV-62) 2nd deployment as a forward deployed carrier stationed at 
Yokosuka, Japan (NAF Atsugi, Japan) 
+USS Independence (CV-62) 3rd deployment as a forward deployed carrier stationed at 
Yokosuka, Japan (NAF Atsugi, Japan) 
-USS Independence (CV-62) 4th deployment as a forward deployed carrier stationed at 
Yokosuka, Japan (NAF Atsugi, Japan) 
Persian Gulf, arm of the Arabian Sea, 90,000 sq mi (233,100 sq km), between the 
Arabian Peninsula and Iran, extends c.600 mi (970 km) from the Shatt al Arab delta to 
the Strait of Hormuz, which links it with the Gulf of Oman 
1993 Carrier and Air Wing Deployments and Composition – Ref. 75C 

 

1994 US Atlantic Fleet (Second Fleet and Sixth Fleet) and Pacific Fleet (Seventh Fleet) 
Aircraft Carrier Deployments operating under the direction of the Sixth Fleet in the 
Mediterranean and the U.S. Naval Forces Central Command, participating in Operation 
Deny Flight, Operation Sharp Guard and Operation Southern Watch, with the 
Commander, 7th Fleet, serving as naval component commander for Central Command 
are as follows: 
 
AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER         

DEP  AIR 
WING 

TAIL 
CODE 

DEPART RETURN FLEET 
D. NO. 

USS Saratoga 
(CV-60) 

20th Med CVW-17 AA 1 Jan 1994 24 Jun 
1994 

686 

U.N. and NATO Operations Deny Flight and Provide Promise, Dynamic Impact in 
Iles D'Or, or "Islands of Gold 

USS Carl 
Vinson       
(CVN-70)       
(1st Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

5th 
Westpac 
5th IO 

CVW-14 NK 18 Feb 
1994 

15 Aug 
1994 

687 

1st Operation Southern Watch 
USS 
Constellation 
(CV-64) 

EastPac 
RIMPAC 
‘94 

CVW-2 NE 6 May 
1994 

30 Jul 
1994 

688 

USS George 
Washington 
(CVN 73)       
(1st Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

1st Med        
Suez Canal 
x4 
Adriatic 
Sea             
1st, 2nd, 3rd 
& 4th Red 
Sea & Gulf 
of Aden  

CVW-7 AG 20 May 
1994 

17 Nov 
1994 

689 

Operation Deny Flight, Operation Sharp Guard and 1st Operation Southern Watch 
USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63)  
(4th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

19th 
Westpac 
7th I/O 

CVW-15 NL 24 Jun 
1994 

 22 Dec 
1994 

690 

2nd Operation Southern Watch 
USS 
Independence 
(CV-62)  

Korean 
Crisis 

CVW-2  NE 19 Jul 
1994 

29 Aug 
1994 

691 

 USS America 
(CV-66)  

3nd Carib 
12th   
voyage 

CVW-1 AB 13 Sep 
1994 

22 Oct 
1994 

692 

Army, Air Force and Marine Corp Special Forces troops and helicopters (13 Sep to 
22 Oct 1994)  12th Caribbean Voyage 

(Operation uphold Democracy) 
USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower 
(CVN-69) 
(With U.S. 
10th Mountain 
Division 
embarked) 

3nd Carib CVW-3 AC Sep 1994  693 

Operation Uphold Democracy 
USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower 
(CVN-69) 
(With 
COMCRUDES
GRU Eight 
Team and 
more than 400 
women 
embarked)  

7th Med  
Suez Canal   
x 2 
3rd 
Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian 
Gulf) 
Adriatic 
Sea 

CVW-3 AC 20 Oct 
1994  

14 Apr 
1995 

694 

Operation Provide Promise and Operation Sharp Guard, Operation Deny Flight, 1st 
Operation Southern Watch and Operation Vigilant Warrior 

USS 
Constellation 
(CV-64)             
(4th IO & 3rd   
Arabian Sea  
& Persian 
Gulf) 

17th 
Westpac   
7th IO        
4th Arabian 
Sea voyage 

CVW-2 NE 10 Nov 
1994  

10 May 
1995 

695 

1st Operation Southern Watch  
(Ref. U. S. Navy Deployment History Resources) 
USS Independence (CV-62) 5th deployment as a forward deployed carrier stationed at 
Yokosuka, Japan (NAF Atsugi, Japan) 
1994 Carrier and Air Wing Deployments and Composition – Ref. 75C 

 
Persian Gulf, arm of the Arabian Sea, 90,000 sq mi (233,100 sq km), between the 
Arabian Peninsula and Iran, extends c.600 mi (970 km) from the Shatt al Arab delta to 
the Strait of Hormuz, which links it with the Gulf of Oman 

The US Navy's 1995 Pacific Fleet and Seventh Fleet Aircraft Carriers deployments and 
Carriers from both West and East coast operating under operational control of the US 
Naval Forces Central Command and 5th Fleet., participating Operation Vigilant 
Sentinel, Operation Deliberate Force, Operation Deny Flight, Operation Decisive 
Endeavor, Operation Decisive Edge and Operation Southern Watch, with the 
Commander, 7th Fleet, serving as naval component commander for Central Command 
and Operation Joint Endeavor in support of Bosnia are as follows: 

AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER         

DEP  AIR 
WING 

TAIL 
CODE 

DEPART RETURN FLEET 
D. NO. 

USS Theodore 
Roosevelt 
(CVN-71) 

4th Med 
3rd Red Sea  
Suez Canal 
x2   3rd 
Gulf of 
Aden & 
Red Sea 
voyage 

CVW-8 AJ 22 Mar 
1995 

22 Sep 
1995 

696 

2nd Operation Southern Watch  
USS Abraham 
Lincoln       
(CVN-72)       
(3rd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

3rd 
Westpac 
3rd IO 

CVW-11 NH 10 Apr 
1995 

9 Oct 
1995 

697 

2nd Operation Southern Watch and Operation Vigilant Sentinel 
USS 
Independence 
(CV-62)       
(6th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

7th Indian 
Ocean 

CVW-2  NE 19 Aug 
1995 

18 Nov 
1995 

698 

3rd Operation Southern Watch  
 
USS America 
(CV-66)               
(5th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

17th Med 
Suez Canal 
x 2              
15th & 16th 
Red Sea, 
Gulf of 
Aden & 
Arabian 
Sea voyage 

CVW-1 AB 28 Aug 
1995  

24 Feb 
1996 

699 

Operation Deliberate Force, Operation Deny Flight, Operation Decisive Endeavor 
Operation Decisive Edge 2nd Operation Southern Watch  

USS Nimitz 
(CVN-68)       
(5th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

5th  
Westpac 
5th IO 
1st East 
China Sea 

CVW-9 NG 27 Nov 
1995  

20 May 
1996 

700 

2nd Operation Southern Watch  
(Ref. U. S. Navy Deployment History Resources) 
USS Independence (CV-62) 6th deployment as a forward deployed carrier stationed at 
Yokosuka, Japan (NAF Atsugi, Japan) 
1995 Carrier and Air Wing Deployments and Composition – Ref. 75C 
Persian Gulf, arm of the Arabian Sea, 90,000 sq mi (233,100 sq km), between the 
Arabian Peninsula and Iran, extends c.600 mi (970 km) from the Shatt al Arab delta to 
the Strait of Hormuz, which links it with the Gulf of Oman 

 

1996 U.S. Atlantic Fleet (Second Fleet and Sixth Fleet) and Pacific Fleet (Seventh Fleet) 
Aircraft Carrier Deployments operating under the direction of the Sixth Fleet in the 
Mediterranean and the US Naval Forces Central Command and 5th Fleet., participating in 
Operation Southern Watch, Operation Deliberate Force, Operation Desert Strike and 
Exercise Rugged Nautalis, the 7th Fleet, serving as naval component commander for 
Central Command and Operation Sharp Guard, Operation Joint Endeavor in support of 
Bosnia are as follows: 

AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER       

DEP  AIR 
WING 

TAIL 
CODE 

DEPART RETURN FLEET 
D. NO. 

USS George 
Washington 
(CVN 73)        
(2nd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

2nd Med        
Suez Canal 
x2                
5th & 6th 
Red Sea & 
Gulf of 
Aden 

CVW-7 AG 26 Jan 
1996 

23 Jul 
1996 

701 

Operation Sharp Guard, Operation Joint Endeavor and 2nd Operation Southern 
Watch  

USS 
Independence 
(CV-62) 
(Taiwan to 
provide a 
stabilizing 
presence amid 
the Third 
Taiwan Strait 
Crisis)  

East China 
Sea 

CVW-2  NE 9 Feb 
1996 

27 Mar 
1996 

702 

USS John C. 
Stennis         
(CVN-74) 
(Shakedown 
cruise) 

1st  SoLant CVW-8 AJ Mar 1996  703 

USS Carl 
Vinson        
(CVN-70)         
(2nd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

6th Westpac 
6th I/O 

CVW-14 NK 14 May 
1996 

14 Nov 
1996 

704 

2nd Operation Southern Watch , Operation Desert Strike and Exercise Rugged 
Nautalis 

 
USS John F. 
Kennedy         
(CV-67)  

3rd Carib 
3rd NorLant 

CVW-8 AJ 17 May 
1996 

July 1996 705 

USS 
Enterprise 
(CVN-65)        
(2ndArabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

4th Med 
Suez Canal 
x2                  
3rd & 4th 
Gulf of 
Aden & Red 
Sea voyage 

CVW-17 NH 28 Jun 
1996 

20 Dec 
1996 

706 

Operation Joint Endeavor 
USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-
63)  

Pacific 
RIMPAC 96 

CVW-11 NH Sep 1996 Oct 1996 Cruise 

USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-
63)                
(8th IO and 
5th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

20th 
Westpac 

CVW-11 NH 11 Oct 
1996  

11 Apr 
1997 

707 

3rd Operation Southern Watch  
USS Theodore 
Roosevelt 
(CVN-71)        
(1st Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

5th Med  
Suez Canal 
x2                
4th & 5th 
Gulf of 
Aden & Red 
Sea voyage 

CVW-3 AC 25 Nov 
1996  

22 May 
1997 

708 

Operation Deliberate Force and 3rd Operation Southern Watch  
(Ref. U. S. Navy Deployment History Resources) 
USS Independence (CV-62) 7th deployment as a forward deployed carrier stationed at 
Yokosuka, Japan (NAF Atsugi, Japan) 
Persian Gulf, arm of the Arabian Sea, 90,000 sq mi (233,100 sq km), between the 
Arabian Peninsula and Iran, extends c.600 mi (970 km) from the Shatt al Arab delta to 
the Strait of Hormuz, which links it with the Gulf of Oman 
1996 Carrier and Air Wing Deployments and Composition – Ref. 75C 

 

The US Navy's 1997 Pacific Fleet and Seventh Fleet Aircraft Carriers deployments and 
Carriers from both West and East coast participating in Operation DESERT THUNDER,  
Operation Deliberate Guard and Dynamic Mix and Operation Southern Watch,  
operating under operational control of the US Naval Forces Central Command and 5th 
Fleet., with the Commander, 7th Fleet, serving as naval component commander for 
Central Command are as follows: 

AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER         

DEP  AIR 
WING 

TAIL 
CODE 

DEPART RETURN FLEET 
D. NO. 

USS 
Independence 
(CV-62)  

3rd 
Westpac 
8th Indian 
Ocean 

CVW-2  NE 15 Feb 
1997 

10 Jun 
1997 

709 

Exercise Cobra Gold 
USS 
Constellation 
(CV-64)             
(5th IO & 4th   
Arabian Sea  
& Persian 
Gulf) 

18th 
Westpac       
8th IO        
5th voyage 
in the 
Arabian 
Sea 

CVW-2 NE 1 Apr 
1997 

1 Oct 
1997 

710 

2nd Operation Southern Watch  
USS John F. 
Kennedy         
(CV-67)               
(1st Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

15th Med  
Suez Canal 
x2                
5th & 6th 
Red Sea & 
3rd & 4th 
Gulf of 
Aden 
voyage 

CVW-8 AJ 29 Apr 
1997  

28 Oct 
1997  

711 

Iles D’Or 97, Operation Deliberate Guard and Dynamic Mix 1st Operation Southern 
Watch and Exercise Beacon Flash  

*USS Nimitz 
(CVN-68)       
(6th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 
(Home port 
transfer to the 
East Coast) 

6th  
Westpac 
6th IO 
World 
Cruise 
Cape of 
Good Hope 

CVW-9 NG 1 Sep 
1997  

1 Mar 
1998 

712 

3rd  Operation Southern Watch  
 
USS George 
Washington 
(CVN 73)        
(3rd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

3rd Med        
Suez Canal 
x2              
7th & 8th 
Red Sea & 
Gulf of 
Aden 

CVW-1 AB 3 Oct 
1997  

3 Apr 
1998 

713 

Exercise Bright Star '97, Operation DESERT THUNDER & 3rd Operation Southern 
Watch  

(Ref. U. S. Navy Deployment History Resources) 
USS Independence (CV-62) 8th deployment as a forward deployed carrier stationed at 
Yokosuka, Japan (NAF Atsugi, Japan) 
USS Nimitz (CVN-68) departed Bremerton, Washington 1 September 1997, embarking 
CVW-9 operating out of her assigned home base in Calif., at San Diego, Calif., she will 
under go her sixth “Westpac” deployment and an around-the-world cruise that would 
see the great carrier return to her East Coast roots and begin a multi-year overhaul in the 
Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Corp., Newport News, Virginia where she was 
built 
1997 Carrier and Air Wing Deployments and Composition – Ref. 75C 

 

The US Navy's 1998 Pacific Fleet and Seventh Fleet Aircraft Carriers deployments and 
Carriers from both West and East coast participating in Operation Desert Fox, Operation 
Joint Forge, Operation Deliberate and Operation Southern Watch, operating under 
operational control of the US Naval Forces Central Command and 5th Fleet., with the 
Commander, 7th Fleet, serving as naval component commander for Central Command 
are as follows: 

AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER         

DEP  AIR 
WING 

TAIL 
CODE 

DEPART RETURN FLEET 
D. NO. 

#USS 
Independence 
(CV-62)       
(7th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf)  

9th Indian 
Ocean 

CVW-2  NE 23 Jan 
1998 

5 Jun 
1998 

714 

4th Operation Southern Watch  
*USS John C. 
Stennis         
(CVN-74)            
(1st Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 
(Home port 
transfer to the 
West Coast) 

1st  Med   
Suez Canal   
1st IO            
1st Red Sea 
& Gulf of 
Aden 

CVW-8 AJ 26 Feb 
1998 

26 Aug 
1998 

715 

1st Operation Southern Watch   
*USS Dwight 
D. Eisenhower 
(CVN-69)     
(4th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

8th Med 
Adriatic 
Sea         
Suez Canal   
x 2 

CVW-17 AA 10 Jun 
1998 

10 Dec 
1998 

716 to 
718 

Operation Joint Forge, Operation Deliberate and 2nd Operation Southern Watch 
USS 
Independence 
(CV-62) 

Japan to 
Hawaii to 
San Diego 

CVW-2  NE After 5 
Jun 1998 

before 30 
Sep 1998 

716 to 
718 

 
USS Abraham 
Lincoln         
(CVN-72)        
(4th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

4th 
Westpac 
4th IO 

CVW-14 NK 11 Jun 
1998 

11 Dec 
1998 

716 to 
718 

                                           3rd Operation Southern Watch  
USS Carl 
Vinson              
(CVN-70)  

EastPac 
RIMPAC 
’98 

CVW-14 NK 22 Jun 
1998 

12 Aug 
1998 

719 

RIMPAC ’98 
USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63) 
(San, Diego, 
Ca. to 
Yokosuka) 

Pacific   6 Jul 1998  11 Aug 
1998 

720 

USS Harry S. 
Truman  
(CVN-75) 
(Shakedown 
cruise) 

1ST 
WestLant 

CVW-1 AB Aug 1998 Sep 1998 721 

USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63)  

Pacific 
coast of 
Korea 

CVW-5 NF 30 Sep 
1998 

13 Nov 
1998 

722 

Exercise Foal Eagle '98 
*USS 
Enterprise 
(CVN-65)        
(3rd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

4th Med 
Suez Canal 
x2            
3rd & 4th 
Gulf of 
Aden & 
Red Sea 
voyage 

CVW-3 AC 6 Nov 
1998  

6 May 
1999 

723 or 
724 

1st Operation Southern Watch and Operation Desert Fox 
 
USS Carl 
Vinson         
(CVN-70)        
(3rd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

7th 
Westpac 
7th I/O 

CVW-14 NK 6 Nov 
1998  

6 May 
1999 

723 or 
724 

Operation Desert Fox and 3rd Operation Southern Watch   
 (Ref. U. S. Navy Deployment History Resources) 
Persian Gulf, arm of the Arabian Sea, 90,000 sq mi (233,100 sq km), between the 
Arabian Peninsula and Iran, extends c.600 mi (970 km) from the Shatt al Arab delta to 
the Strait of Hormuz, which links it with the Gulf of Oman 
USS John C. Stennis (CVN-74) with embarked CVW-7 departed Norfolk, Virginia 26 
February 1998, on her first Mediterranean Sea voyage, on her first World cruise and 
home port transfer to San Diego, California traveling in the Western Pacific via her first 
Indian Ocean voyage upon conclusion of her first Arabian Sea/Gulf (Persian Gulf) 
deployment in support of Operation Southern Watch 
#USS Independence (CV-62) 9th deployment as a forward deployed carrier stationed at 
Yokosuka, Japan (NAF Atsugi, Japan) 
USS Kitty Hawk (CV-63) relieved USS Independence (CV-62) while at Perl Harbor, 
Hawaii between 18 July to early August 1998 
USS Kitty Hawk (CV-63) first deployment as a forward deployed carrier stationed at 
Yokosuka, Japan (NAF Atsugi, Japan) 
*East coast 
1998 Carrier and Air Wing Deployments and Composition – Ref. 75C 

 

The US Navy's 1999 Pacific Fleet and Seventh Fleet Aircraft Carriers deployments and 
Carriers from both West and East coast participating in Operation Allied Force, 
Operation Noble Anvil and Operation Shining Hope and Operation Southern Watch, 
operating under operational control of the operating under operational control of the US 
Naval Forces Central Command and 5th Fleet., with the Commander, 7th Fleet, serving 
as naval component commander for Central Command are as follows: 

AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER         

DEP  AIR 
WING 

TAIL 
CODE 

DEPART RETURN FLEET D. 
NO. 

USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63)  
(6th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

9th IO CVW-5 NF 2 Mar 
1999 

25 Aug 
1999 

725 

4th Operation Southern Watch and Exercise Tandem Thrust 
USS Theodore 
Roosevelt 
(CVN-71) 
(2ndArabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

6th Med 
Suez Canal 
x2           
6th & 7th 
Gulf of 
Aden & 
Red Sea 
voyage 

CVW-8 AJ 26 Mar 
1999 

22 Sep 
1999 

726 

Operation Allied Force, Operation Noble Anvil and Operation Shining Hope 
USS 
Constellation 
(CV-64)             
(6th IO & (5th   
Arabian Sea  
& Persian 
Gulf) 

19th 
Westpac     
9th IO            
6th voyage 
Arabian 
Sea 

CVW-2 NE 18 Jun 
1999 

17 Dec 
1999 

727 

3rd Operation Southern Watch  
 
USS John F. 
Kennedy       
(CV-67)         
(2nd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

16th Med  
Suez Canal 
x2 
7th & 8th 
Red Sea & 
5th & 6th 
Gulf of 
Aden 
voyage 

CVW-1 AB 17 Sep 
1999  

19 Mar 
2000 

728 

Exercises Frisian Flag ’99, Bright Star 1999 and 2nd Operation Southern Watch  
USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63)   

Pacific off 
the Korea 
Peninsula 
and Japan 

CVW-5 NF 22 Oct 
1999 

10 Nov 
1999 

729 

Exercises Foal Eagle '99 and ANNUALEX-11G 
 

2000 U.S. Atlantic Fleet (Second Fleet and Sixth Fleet) and Pacific Fleet (Seventh Fleet) 
Aircraft Carrier Deployments operating under the direction of the Sixth Fleet in the 
Mediterranean and the US Naval Forces Central Command and 5th Fleet., participating in 
Operation Southern Watch, the 7th Fleet, serving as naval component commander for 
Central Command are as follows: 
 
AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER         

DEP  AIR 
WING 

TAIL 
CODE 

DEPART RETURN FLEET D. 
NO. 

USS John C. 
Stennis             
(CVN-74)        
(2nd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

1st Westpac 
1st IO        
2nd IO 
voyage 

CVW-9 NG 7 Jan 2000 3 Jul 2000 730 

2nd Operation Southern Watch  
USS Dwight D. 
Eisenhower 
(CVN-69) 
(“Millennium 
Cruise” and 
5th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

9th Med        
Suez Canal   
x 2 
 

CVW-7 AG 18 Feb 
2000 

18 Aug 
2000 

731 

3rd Operation Southern Watch  
USS Abraham 
Lincoln       
(CVN-72)  

EastPaC 
RIMPAC 
2000 

CVW-14 NK Mar 2000 1 Jul 2000 732 

RIMPAC 2000  
USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63)  

Western 
Pacific 

CVW-5 NF 11 Apr 
2000 

5 Jun 
2000 

733 

 “WESTPAC” and Exercise Cobra Gold 2000 
 
USS George 
Washington 
(CVN 73)       
(4th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

4th Med        
Suez Canal 
x2 
Aaegean 
Sea    9th & 
10th Red 
Sea & Gulf 
of Aden 

AA AB 21 Jun 
2000 

19 Dec 
2000 

734 

Exercise Destined Glory (DG 00), Slunj 2000 (a bilateral exercise Croatia) and PHIBLEX 
00 and 4th Operation Southern Watch 

USS Abraham 
Lincoln          
(CVN-72)            
(5th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

5th 
Westpac 
5th IO 

CVW-14 NK 17 Aug 
2000  

12 Feb 
2001 

735 

4th Operation Southern Watch  
USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63)  

Pacific off 
the Korea 
Peninsula 
and Japan 

CVW-5 NF 26 Sep 
2000 

20 Nov 
2000 

736 

Exercises Foal Eagle '2000 
USS Harry S. 
Truman  
(CVN-75)       
(1st Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

1st Med       
Suez Canal 
x2                 
1st & 2nd 
Red Sea & 
Gulf of 
Aden 

CVW-3 AC 28 Nov 
2000  

23 May 
2001 

737 

1st Operation Southern Watch and Exercise Arabian Gauntlet 
 

2001 U.S. Atlantic Fleet (Second Fleet and Sixth Fleet) and Pacific Fleet (Seventh Fleet) 
Aircraft Carrier Deployments operating under the direction of the Sixth Fleet in the 
Mediterranean and the US Naval Forces Central Command and 5th Fleet., participating in 
Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF), the "military response to the September 11, 2001 
terrorist attacks on the United States, commencing on 7 October 2001, and Operation 
Southern Watch, the 7th Fleet, serving as naval component commander for Central 
Command are as follows: 
 
AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER         

DEP  AIR 
WING 

TAIL 
CODE 

DEPART RETURN FLEET D. 
NO. 

USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63)  

Western 
Pacific 

CVW-5 NF 2 Mar 
2001 

11 Jun 
2001 

738 

Exercise Tandem Thrust 2001 (14-WEEKS) 
USS 
Constellation 
(CV-64)             
(7th IO & (6th   
Arabian Sea  
& Persian 
Gulf) 

20th 
Westpac 
10th IO       
7th voyage 
Arabian 
Sea 

CVW-2 NE 16 Mar 
2001 

14 Sep 
2001 

739 

4th Operation Southern Watch 
USS Enterprise 
(CVN-65)        
(4thArabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

7th Med 
Ionian Sea 
Suez Canal 
x2                 
9th & 10th 
Gulf of 
Aden & 
Red Sea 
voyage 

CVW-8 AJ 25 Apr 
2001 

10 Nov 
2001 

740 

2nd Operation Southern Watch and 1st Operation Enduring Freedom 
 
USS Carl 
Vinson        
(CVN-70)       
(4th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

8th 
Westpac 
8th I/O 

CVW-11 NH 23 Jul 
2001  

23 Jan 
2002 

741 

4th Operation Southern Watch  and 1st Operation Enduring Freedom 
USS Theodore 
Roosevelt 
(CVN-71)       
(3rd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

7th Med 
Suez Canal 
x2            
8th & 9th 
Gulf of 
Aden & 
Red Sea 
voyage 

CVW-8 AJ 19 Sep 
2001  

22 Mar 
2002 

742 

4th Operation Southern Watch  and 1st Operation Enduring Freedom 
USS Nimitz 
(CVN-68)       
(Home port 
transfer to the 
West Coast) 

SoLant 
Cape Horn 
SoPac   

CVWR 
20 

NG 21 Sep 
2001 

13 Nov 
2001 

743 

USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63)  
(7th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

10th IO CVW-5 NF 1 Oct 
2001 

23 Dec 
2001 

744 

1st Operation Enduring Freedom 
USS John C. 
Stennis       
(CVN-74)        
(3rd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf)  

2nd 
Westpac 
2nd  IO       
3rd IO 
voyage 

CVW-9 NG 12 Nov 
2001  

28 May 
2002 

745 

3rd Operation Southern Watch  and 1st Operation Enduring Freedom 
 

2002 U.S. Atlantic Fleet (Second Fleet and Sixth Fleet) and Pacific Fleet (Seventh Fleet) 
Aircraft Carrier Deployments operating under the direction of the Sixth Fleet in the 
Mediterranean and the US Naval Forces Central Command and 5th Fleet., participating in 
Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF), the "military response to the September 11, 2001 
terrorist attacks on the United States, commencing on 7 October 2001, and Operation 
Southern Watch, the 7th Fleet, serving as naval component commander for Central 
Command and Operation Iraqi Freedom, the multi-national coalition effort to liberate the 
Iraqi people, eliminate Iraq's weapons of mass destruction, and end the regime of Saddam 
Hussein continues, beginning on 20 March 2003 with the firing of Tomahawk missiles 
from U.S. ships in the Arabian Gulf and Red Sea and Operation Southern Watch, the 7th 
Fleet, serving as naval component commander for Central Command are as follows: 
 
AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER         

DEP  AIR 
WING 

TAIL 
CODE 

DEPART RETURN FLEET D. 
NO. 

USS John F. 
Kennedy        
(CV-67)            
(3rd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

Med 
voyage 
Suez Canal 
x2 
9th & 10th  
Red Sea & 
7th & 8th  
Gulf of 
Aden 
voyage 

CVW-7 AG 7 Feb 
2002 

17 Aug 
2002 

746 

Operation Anaconda and 1st Operation Enduring Freedom 
USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63)  

Waters of 
Japan 

CVW-5 NF 15 Apr 
2002 

5 Jun 
2002 

747 

UNDERWAY TRAINING and  (7-weeks)  - FOREIGN PORTS 
USS George 
Washington 
(CVN 73)       
(5th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

5th Med       
Suez Canal 
x2 Adriatic 
Sea            
11th & 12th 
Red Sea & 
Gulf of 
Aden 

CVW-17 AA 20 Jun 
2002 

20 Dec 
2002 

748 

1st Operation Enduring Freedom, 5th Operation Southern Watch, Mediterranean Shark, 
Operation Decisive Edge and Exercise Destined Glory 2002 

 
USS Abraham 
Lincoln        
(CVN-72)            
(6th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

6th 
Westpac 
6th IO 

CVW-14 NK 20 Jul 
2002  

6 May 
2003 

749 

5th Operation Southern Watch, 1st Operation Enduring Freedom and 1st Operation Iraqi 
Freedom 

USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63)  

Waters of 
Japan 

CVW-5 NF 25 Oct 
2002 

13 Dec 
2002 

750 

UNDERWAY TRAINING (7-WEEKS) 
USS 
Constellation 
(CV-64)             
(8th IO &        
(7th Arabian 
Sea  & Persian 
Gulf) 

21st 
Westpac 
11th IO          
8th voyage 
in the 
Arabian 
Sea 

CVW-2 NE 2 Nov 
2002  

2 Jun 
2003 

751 

 1st Operation Enduring Freedom and 1st Operation Iraqi Freedom 
USS Harry S. 
Truman  
(CVN-75)  

2nd Med 
Adriatic 
Sea 

CVW-3 AC 5 Dec 
2002  

23 May 
2003 

752 

2nd Operation Southern Watch, 1st Operation Enduring Freedom and 1st Operation Iraqi 
Freedom 

 

2003 U.S. Atlantic Fleet (Second Fleet and Sixth Fleet) and Pacific Fleet (Seventh Fleet) 
Aircraft Carrier Deployments operating under the direction of the Sixth Fleet in the 
Mediterranean and the US Naval Forces Central Command and 5th Fleet., participating in 
Operation Iron Hammer (Iraq 2003) and Operation Iraqi Freedom, the multi-national 
coalition effort to liberate the Iraqi people, eliminate Iraq's weapons of mass destruction, 
and end the regime of Saddam Hussein continues, beginning on 20 March 2003 with the 
firing of Tomahawk missiles from U.S. ships in the Arabian Gulf and Red Sea and 
Operation Southern Watch, the 7th Fleet, serving as naval component commander for 
Central Command are as follows: 
 
AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER         

DEP  AIR 
WING 

TAIL 
CODE 

DEPART RETURN FLEET D. 
NO. 

USS Theodore 
Roosevelt 
(CVN-71) 

8h Med CVW-8 AJ 6 Jan 2003 29 May 
2003 

753 

USS Carl 
Vinson          
(CVN-70)  

9th 
Westpac 
9th I/O 

CVW-9 NG 13 Jan 
2003 

19 Sep 
2003 

754 

1st Operation Iraqi Freedom 
USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63)  
(8th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

11th IO CVW-5 NF 23 Jan 
2003 

6 May 
2003 

755 

5th Operation Southern Watch and 1st Operation Iraqi Freedom 
USS Nimitz 
(CVN-68)       
(7th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

7th  
Westpac 
7th IO 
Andaman 
Sea 

CVW-11 NH 3 Mar 
2003 

5 Nov 
2003 

756 

1st Operation Iraqi Freedom 
USS Enterprise 
(CVN-65)        
(5th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

8th Med 
Suez Canal 
x2 
11th & 12th 
Gulf of 
Aden & 
Red Sea 
voyage 

CVW-1 AB 28 Aug 
2003  

29 Feb 
2004 

757 

Operation Iron Hammer (Iraq 2003), 1st Operation Iraqi Freedom and Exercise Sea 
Saber 

 
USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63)   

Western 
Pacific 

CVW-5 NF 1 Nov 
2003 

12 Dec 
2003 

758 

UNDERWAY TRAINING (7-WEEKS) 
 

2004 U.S. Atlantic Fleet (Second Fleet and Sixth Fleet) and Pacific Fleet (Seventh Fleet) 
Aircraft Carrier Deployments operating under the direction of the Sixth Fleet in the 
Mediterranean and the US Naval Forces Central Command and 5th Fleet., participating in 
Operation Vigilant Resolve, Operation Iraqi Freedom, the multi-national coalition effort 
to liberate the Iraqi people, eliminate Iraq's weapons of mass destruction, and end the 
regime of Saddam Hussein continues, beginning on 20 March 2003 with the firing of 
Tomahawk missiles from U.S. ships in the Arabian Gulf and Red Sea and Operation 
Southern Watch, the 7th Fleet, serving as naval component commander for Central 
Command are as follows: 
 
AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER         

DEP  AIR 
WING 

TAIL 
CODE 

DEPART RETURN FLEET D. 
NO. 

USS George 
Washington 
(CVN 73)        
(6th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

6th Med      
Suez Canal 
x2         
13th & 14th 
Red Sea & 
Gulf of 
Aden 

CVW-17 AA 20 Jan 
2004 

26 Jul 
2004 

759 

1st Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation Vigilant Resolve and Summer Pulse 04 
USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63)  
(East & South 
China Sea and 
Philippine Sea) 

Western 
Pacific    
13th Indian 
Ocean 
voyage 

CVW-5 NF 18 Feb 
2004 

24 May 
2004 

760 

2nd Operation Iraqi Freedom 
USS John C. 
Stennis         
(CVN-74)      

3rd  
Westpac 
3rd IO       
4th IO 
voyage 

CVW-14 NK 24 May 
2004 

1 Nov 
2004 

761 

Summer Pulse 2004, RIMPAC '04 and Northern Edge '04  
USS Ronald 
Reagan     
(CVN-76) 
(Home port 
transfer to the 
West Coast) 

SoLant 
SoPac         
Cape Horn 

CVW-11 NH 27 May 
2004 

23 July 
2004 

762 

Summer Pulse 04 and Homeport change: Norfolk to San Diego around the Cape Horn 
 
USS Harry S. 
Truman         
(CVN-75)  

3rd Med  CVW-3 AC 2 Jun 
2004 

25 Jul 
2004 

763 

Summer Pulse ’04 and Exercise Majestic Eagle 
USS Enterprise 
(CVN-65) 

NorLant CVW-1 AB 3 Jun 
2004 

23 Jul 
2004 

764 

Summer Pulse ’04  
USS John F. 
Kennedy        
(CV-67)       
(4th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

Med 
voyage  
Suez Canal 
x2           
11th & 12th 
Red Sea & 
9th & 10th 
Gulf of 
Aden 
voyage 

CVW-17 AA 7 Jun 
2004 

13 Dec 
2004 

765 

Summer Pulse ’04, Operation Phantom Fury (al Fajr, Arabic for “dawn) and 1st 
Operation Iraqi Freedom 

USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63)   

Western 
Pacific 

CVW-5 NF 19 Jul 
2004 

7 Sep 
2004 

766 

UNDERWAY TRAINING  Summer Pulse ’04 Fleet Response Plan (FRP)               
(SIX WEEKS) 

USS Harry S. 
Truman       
(CVN-75)     
(2nd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

4th Med         
Suez Canal 
x2            
3rd & 4th 
Red Sea & 
Gulf of 
Aden 

CVW-3 AC 13 Oct 
2004  

18 Apr 
2005 

767 

1st Operation Iraqi Freedom and Exercise Arabian Gauntlet 
USS Abraham 
Lincoln       
(CVN-72)  

7th 
Westpac 
7th IO 

CVW-2 NE 15 Oct 
2004  

4 Mar 
2005 

768 

Operation Unified Assistance 
 

2005 U.S. Atlantic Fleet (Second Fleet and Sixth Fleet) and Pacific Fleet (Seventh Fleet) 
Aircraft Carrier Deployments operating under the direction of the Sixth Fleet in the 
Mediterranean and the US Naval Forces Central Command and 5th Fleet., participating in 
Maritime Security Operations (MSO), Operation Steel Curtain (OSC) and Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, the multi-national coalition effort to liberate the Iraqi people, eliminate 
Iraq's weapons of mass destruction, and end the regime of Saddam Hussein continues, 
beginning on 20 March 2003 with the firing of Tomahawk missiles from U.S. ships in the 
Arabian Gulf and Red Sea and Operation Southern Watch, the 7th Fleet, serving as naval 
component commander for Central Command are as follows: 
 
AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER         

DEP  AIR 
WING 

TAIL 
CODE 

DEPART RETURN FLEET D. 
NO. 

USS Carl 
Vinson         
(CVN-70)            
(5th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 
(Home port 
transfer to the 
East Coast) 

2nd World 
Cruise          
2nd Med 
voyage  
Suez Canal 
10th 
Westpac 
10th IO 
North 
Arabian 
Sea 

CVW-9 NG 13 Jan 
2005 

31 Jul 
2005 

769 

2nd Operation Iraqi Freedom 
USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63)  
(East & South 
China Sea and 
Philippine Sea) 

Western 
Pacific     

CVW-5 NF 10 Feb 
2005 

28 Mar 
2005 

770 

UNDERWAY TRAINING & CQ 
USS Nimitz 
(CVN-68)       
(8th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

8th  
Westpac 
8th IO Sea 
of Japan   
SCS 
Philippine 
Sea 

CVW-11 NH 7 May 
2005 

8 Nov 
2005 

771 

Maritime Security Operations (MSO) 
USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63)  
(Philippine Sea 
and Coral Sea) 

Western 
Pacific 

CVW-5 NF 23 May 
2005 

20 Aug 
2005 

772 

Exercise Talisman Sabre 2005 
 
USS Theodore 
Roosevelt 
(CVN-71)        
(4th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

9th Med 
Suez Canal 
x2                 
10th & 11th 
Gulf of 
Aden & 
Red Sea 
voyage 

CVW-8 AJ 11 Sep 
2005 

11 Mar 
2006 

773 

1st Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation Steel Curtain (OSC) and 1st Maritime Security 
Operations (MSO) 

USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63) 
(Sea of Japan 
and the South 
China Sea) 

Western 
Pacific 

CVW-5 NF 24 Oct 
2005 

12 Dec 
2005 

774 

ANNUALEX 2005 
 

2006 U.S. Atlantic Fleet (Second Fleet and Sixth Fleet) and Pacific Fleet (Seventh Fleet) 
Aircraft Carrier Deployments operating under the direction of the Sixth Fleet in the 
Mediterranean and the US Naval Forces Central Command and 5th Fleet., participating in 
Maritime Security Operations (MSO), Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, the multi-national coalition effort to liberate the Iraqi people, eliminate 
Iraq's weapons of mass destruction, and end the regime of Saddam Hussein continues, 
beginning on 20 March 2003 with the firing of Tomahawk missiles from U.S. ships in the 
Arabian Gulf and Red Sea and Operation Southern Watch, the 7th Fleet, serving as naval 
component commander for Central Command are as follows: 
 
AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER         

DEP  AIR 
WING 

TAIL 
CODE 

DEPART RETURN FLEET D. 
NO. 

USS Ronald 
Regan (CVN-
76)                       
(1st Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

1st Westpac 
(Guam 
operating 
area) 

CVW-14 NK 5 Jan 2006 6 Jul 2006 775 

1st Operation Iraqi Freedom, 1st Operation Enduring Freedom, 1st Maritime Security 
Operations (MSO), Passing Exercise (PASSEX) and Exercise "Valiant Shield 2006" 

USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN-
72) (Guam 
operating 
area)                  

8th 
Westpac 
8th IO           
Sea of 
Japan 

CVW-2 NE 27 Feb 
2006 

8 Aug 
2006 

776 

Reception Staging Onward Movement and Integration and Foal Eagle 2006 
(RSOI/FE 06); Passing Exercise (PASSEX) with the Royal Thai Navy; RIMPAC 

2006 and Exercise "Valiant Shield 2006" 
USS George 
Washington 
(CVN-73)  

2nd Carib CVW-17 AA 4 Apr 
2006 

24 May 
2006 

777 

"Partnership of the Americas" Caribbean Sea with U.S. Southern Command's 
(SOUTHCOM) 

USS 
Enterprise 
(CVN-65)        
(6th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

9th Med          
Suez Canal 
x2  
13th & 14th 
Gulf of 
Aden & Red 
Sea voyage 

CVW-1 AB 2 May 
2006 

18 Nov 
2006 

778 

2nd Operation Iraqi Freedom and 2nd Operation Enduring Freedom 
USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-
63) (Sea of 
Japan, 
South/East 
China Sea and 
Indian Ocean)  

Summer 
Cruise 
Western 
Pacific 
(Guam 
operating 
area)   

CVW-5 NF 8 June 
2006 

15 Sep 
2006 

779 

Maritime Security Operations (MSO) and Exercise "Valiant Shield 2006" 
USS Dwight 
D. 
Eisenhower 
(CVN-69) 
(10th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf 
& 1st North 
Arabian Sea 
& 8 SCS) 

10th Med       
Suez Canal 
x2            
13th & 14th 
Gulf of 
Aden & 
Red Sea 
voyage 

CVW-7 AG 3 Oct 
2006 

31 Aug 
2007 

780 

Maritime Security Operations (MSO), 1st Operation Enduring Freedom and 1st 
Operation Iraq Freedom 

USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-
63) (Sea of 
Japan, 
Philippine Sea 
and the 
South/East 
China Sea) 

Fall Cruise 
Western 
Pacific 

CVW-5 NF 17 Oct 
2006 

10 Dec 
2006 

781 

 

U. S. AIRCRAFT CARRIER EAST AND WEST COAST DEPLOYMENTS COMBINED EARLIEST DATE FROM 1990 to 2008

SUMMARY OF FOREIGN WATER FLEET DEPLOYMENTS 
1990 TO 2008 

 
YEAR           FOREIGN WATER FLEET DEPLOYMENT NO. TOTAL 

FLEET D.  
1990 650 to 662 13 
1991 663 to 671 9 
1992 672 to 677 6 
1993 678 to 685 8 
1994 686 to 695 10 
1995 696 to 700 5 
1996 701 to 708 8 
1997 709 to 713 5 
1998 714 to 724 11 
1999 725 to 729 5 
2000 730 to 737 8 
2001 738 to 745 8 
2002 746 to 752 7 
2003 753 to 758 6 
2004 759 to 768 10 
2005 769 to 774 6 
2006 775 to 781 7 
2007 782 to 787 6 
2008 788 to 793 6 
TOTAL 650 to 793 144 

 
SUMMARY OF FOREIGN WATER FLEET DEPLOYMENTS 

September 1945 to 15 April 2008 
 
YEAR    FOREIGN WATER FLEET DEPLOYMENT NO. TOTAL 

FLEET D.  
1945 to 1949 1 to 38 37 
1950 to 1953 29 to 308 72 
1954 to 1963 29 to 308 199 
1964 to 1976 309 to 512 204 
1977 to 1989 513 to 649 137 
1990 to 2006 650 to 781 132 
2007 782 to 787 6 
2008 788 to 793 6 
TOTAL 1 to  793 793 
 

2008 U.S. Atlantic Fleet (Second Fleet and Sixth Fleet) and Pacific Fleet (Seventh Fleet) 
Aircraft Carrier Deployments operating under the direction of the Sixth Fleet in the 
Mediterranean and the US Naval Forces Central Command and 5th Fleet., participating in 
Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom, the multi-national 
coalition effort to liberate the Iraqi people, eliminate Iraq's weapons of mass destruction, 
and end the regime of Saddam Hussein continues, beginning on 20 March 2003 with the 
firing of Tomahawk missiles from U.S. ships in the Arabian Gulf and Red Sea and 
Operation Southern Watch, the 7th Fleet, serving as naval component commander for 
Central Command are as follows: 
 
AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER         

DEP  AIR 
WING 

TAIL 
CODE 

DEPAR
T 

RETURN FLEE
T D. 
NO. 

USS Nimitz 
(CVN-68)        

10th  
Westpac 
 

CVW-11 NH 24 Jan 
2008 

3 Jun 2008 788 

 “WESTPAC” - Expeditionary Strike Force (ESF) exercise and Exercise Key 
Resolve/Foal Eagle 2008 

USS Abraham 
Lincoln (CVN-
72) (Arabian 
Sea/Gulf 
(Persian 
Gulf)) 

9th 
Westpac  

CVW-2 NE 13 Mar 
2008 

 789 

1st Maritime Security Operations (MSO) and most likely her 2nd Operation 
Enduring Freedom and or 2nd Operation Iraqi Freedom 

USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63)  

27th  
Westpac  

CVW-5 NF 18 Mar 
2008 

4 April 
2008 

Cruise 

USS George 
Washington 
(CVN-73)  

Home Port 
Transfer to 
Japan 

CVW-17 AA 7 April 
2008 

 790 

Home Port Transfer to Japan and UNITAS 49-08 
 USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63) 

28th  
Westpac 

CVW-5 NF 15 April 
2008 

12 May 
2008 

791 

USS Ronald 
Regan (CVN-
76) 2nd 
Arabian 
Sea/Gulf 
(Persian Gulf)  

3rd 
Westpac       

CVW-14 NK 19 May 
2008 

 792 

2nd Operation Iraqi Freedom, 2nd Operation Enduring Freedom,  
2nd Maritime Security Operations (MSO) – Most likely 

USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63)  

28th  
Westpac 

CVW-5 NF 28 May 
2008 

 793 

Home Port Transfer from Yokosuka, Japan to Bremerton, Washington 

2007 U.S. Atlantic Fleet (Second Fleet and Sixth Fleet) and Pacific Fleet (Seventh Fleet) 
Aircraft Carrier Deployments operating under the direction of the Sixth Fleet in the 
Mediterranean and the US Naval Forces Central Command and 5th Fleet., participating in 
Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom, the multi-national 
coalition effort to liberate the Iraqi people, eliminate Iraq's weapons of mass destruction, 
and end the regime of Saddam Hussein continues, beginning on 20 March 2003 with the 
firing of Tomahawk missiles from U.S. ships in the Arabian Gulf and Red Sea and 
Operation Southern Watch, the 7th Fleet, serving as naval component commander for 
Central Command are as follows: 
 
AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER       

DEP  AIR 
WING 

TAIL 
CODE 

DEPART RETURN FLEET D. 
NO. 

USS John C. 
Stennis         
(CVN-74)     
(4th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

4th  Westpac 
4th IO        
5th IO 
voyage 

CVW-9 NG 16 Jan 
2007 

31 Aug 
2007 

782 

2nd Operation Enduring Freedom her 1st Operation Iraqi Freedom, Joint Task 
Force Horn of Africa, 1st Maritime Security Operations (MSO) 

USS Ronald 
Regan (CVN-
76)                    

2nd Westpac   CVW-14 NK Jan 27 
2007 

20 Apr 
2007 

783 

Navy's Fleet Response Plan (FRP), Exercise Reception, Staging, Onward Movement 
and Integration/Foal Eagle (RSOI/FE) 

USS Nimitz 
(CVN-68)         
(9th IO, 
Arabian Sea 
and Persian 
Gulf) 

8th  Westpac 
 

CVW-11 NH 2 Apr 
2007 

30 Sep 
2007 

784 

2nd Maritime Security Operations (MSO), 2nd Operation Iraqi Freedom and 1st 
Operation Enduring Freedom 

USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-
63) Sea of 
Japan, 
Philippine Sea 
and South 
China Sea 

26th  
Westpac 
Summer 
Underway 
16th SCS 

CVW-5 NF 23 May 
2007 

21 Sep 
2007 

785 

Talisman Saber 2007, Exercise "Valiant Shield 2007” and Exercise "Malabar 07-2" 
USS 
Enterprise 
(CVN-65)    
(7th Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

10th Med        
Suez Canal 
x2  
15th & 16th 
Gulf of 
Aden  
& Red Sea 
voyage  
 

CVW-1 AB 7 May 
2007 

19 Dec 
2007 

786 

3rd Operation Enduring Freedom, 3rd Operation Iraqi Freedom and Maritime 
Security Operations 

USS Kitty 
Hawk (CV-63) 
(Waters of 
Japan) 

Fall 
Underway  

CVW-5 NF 21 Oct 
2007 

27 Nov 
2007 

Cruise 

9th Keen Sword and ANNUALEX 19G 
USS Harry S. 
Truman       
(CVN-75)     
(3rd Arabian 
Sea and 
Persian Gulf) 

5h Med 
Suez Canal   
x 2 

CVW-3 AC 5 Nov 
2007  

4 Jun 
2008 

787 

Maritime Security Operations and 3rd Operation Iraqi Freedom  
 


